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Real brothers who fought in the real war during 1965
India-Pakistan War

Soldiering has always been in our blood. My grandfather
Risaldar Molad Ram, a cavalry man with 14th Murray's Jat Lancers,
fought in First World War, also called The Great War, and came
home victorious. My two Tauj is (elder uncles) were part of British
Indian Army during Second World War. My three cousins were part
of live action in Indian Army's wars fought in 62 and 65. My brother
actively participated in 1971 Indo Pak war, as well as in 1999 Kargil
conflictand my two bhateejas (brother's sons) are in Infantry, making
them fourth generation soldiers. Even now, in a day & age when
national service is not really looked up, our extended family is
represented in the Military by at least one member, entirely by choice.
Itis rare that two brothers form part of an attacking platoon and that too
in a battle that was first fought with guns and grenades, then with
bayonets and finally with bare hands, on the dark night of 21 /22 Sep
1965 between Pakistan's 16 Punjab Battalion (heavily defended)
and 3rd Jat Battalion of Indian Army, out in the open but with
extraordinary grit. Yes, it happened during the final assault on Dograi.
The battle of Dograi is considered one of the bloodiest battles fought
and won by an Infantry battalion of Indian Army against all possible
odds. During that night the courageous and daring Jats of Third
Battalion did something which till then was considered by many as
impossible. But then Jats are Jats. The two brothers - my cousins -
were Company Havildar Major Hari Chand (elder) and ten years
younger Lance Naik Samandar Singh, both in Charlie Company of
Third Battalion of The Jat Regiment.

Dograi is a small Pakistani Town across the IB on Amritsar
- Lahore road, and gateway to Lahore, just 13 kms north-west of .
By virtue of its strategic location, it was very heavily defended.
Ichchogil canal, itself a formidable water obstacle, divides the town in
two halves. 54 Infantry Brigade of India's 15 Infantry Division was
tasked to capture Dograi. Earlier two very earnest attempts by 15
Dogra and 13 Punjab of the same Brigade failed to make any
headway. 3rd Jat Battalion was then tasked to capture Dograi. (Below
is the English version of firsthand account of the younger brother of
how the most glorious moments of his twenty eight years army life
unfolded).

"In the early moming hours of 21 Sep 1965, our Commanding
Officer Lt Col Desmond Hayde (Hayde Sahab) addressed the
Battalion Officers, Junior Commissioned Officers, Company Havildar.
Majors and the Artillery Forward Observation Officer near village

- SUMITRA DABAS

Santpura about four KM short of Dograi. He did not speak for long.
His belief in his Paltan was total. He only made the fats realize their
potential. He summed up his address without mincing his words "Ek
bhi aadmi peechhe nahin hatega, zinda ya murda. Dograi mein
milna hai (not a single man will step back, dead or alive. We will meet
at Dograi)."

We formed up southeast of Santpura after dusk. Hari Chand
Bhai sahib was our platoon commander. The advance commenced
at about 8 PM We waded through wet paddy fields 6- it took us
nearly four hours to reach the assault line undetected. It was then
past midnight. All drills had been rehearsed many times over during
day light hours. We stood in extended line and waited for the word to
attack. Don't know how the enemy sensed our presence and fired 2
inch mortar illuminating bombs and Verey light pistols flood lighting
the entire battle ground. | saw the enemy bunkers just about 100
yards ahead. | also noticed that Bhai sahib was about 5 feet on my
left andftlt reassured. The enemy opened up with all available
automatics. Not to get caught as standing targets, there was an instant
shout, the battle cry "fat Balwan Jai Bhagwan" and the fats charged
only to assemble together again at captured Dograi. The enemy's
automatics rained bullets. Some Balwan fats fell,. few got up and
continued the charge. Bhai sahab had an athletic built and was few
paces ahead. Halfway he fell to enemy fire. | saw him fall but |
continued. Hayde sahab words were loud and clear and Dograi was
within reach. Within seconds we were onto the enemy's forward
defenses. We destroyed bunkers with pole charges, lobbed hand
grenades and forced Baluchis to come out. Some fled but a lot many
gave us a good fight. It became a melee and then began intense and
severe hand to hand fighting - the dog fight - to retain that ground so
dearly captured. This hand to hand combat continued for more than
two hours. Just before dawn, the success signal in the form of green
light fired from a Verey light pistol was seen in the sky up above.
Dograi was ours. The fats of Third Battalion did not fail their Hayde
Sahab. By the end of battle, 308 Baluchi soldiers lay dead. Another
115 were captured alive (including officers JCOs, along with Lt Col
Golwala, the CO of 16 Punjab, and his Artillery Battery Commander.

The aftermath of an intense battle is confusion. In that twilight
period | forgot about my brother. It was only after about a week that |
came to know that Bhai Sahab was seriously injured during the final
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assaultand was being treated at Base Hospital Delhi Cantt. Intrepid
soldier that he was, he rejoined the Battalion a month after treatment
and discharge from hospital. Later, | came to know that Hari Chand
Bhai Sahab was recommended by Hayde Sahab for the award of
Vir Chakra but was awarded a Mentioned-in-Dispatches instead
and was also promoted to the rank of Naib Subedar.”

The brave Jats had proved their mettle, upholding the finest
standards of soldiering, dedication to military service and to the nation.
Forits gallant actions, the Battalion was awarded Three Maha Veer
Chakras (including Lt Col Desmond Hayde), four Veer Chakras,
seven Sena Medals, twelve Mentioned - in - Dispatches, and eleven
COASs Commendation Cards - the highest tally for any unit of the
Indian Army before or since - and the Battle Honor of " DOGRAI "

The foundation stone for this resolve and test of battle was
laid in the semi-mountainous areas of Palampur (Himachal

Pradesh) some two years earlier when the Battalion was put through
rigorous training, battle hardening, and actual physical conditioning
by then Battalion second- in- command Major Badan Singh, a no-
nonsense soldier who had fought along with the Jats in Burma
(1943-45), and was committed entirely to honing the Battalion's
war fighting skills - this proverbial "shed sweat in peace to save
blood in war" proved every bit. Desmond Hayde was then the
Battalion Adjutant and leamt the art of war, skill of leading the Balwan
Jats and developing a deep camaraderie, so essential in battle by
Major Badan Singh.

PS. The elder brother Naib Subedar Hari Chand, Min D,
who was later commissioned as a Special List Officer, retired as Lt
Colin 1991, and passed away peacefully in Feb 95. The younger,
Honorary Captain Samandar Singh, hung up his uniform in 1988
and now lives in Rohtak.
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& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 25.06.98) 24/5'3" B. Com, M.Com. Pursuing
PhD. In Commerce (Finance) from a reputed University. Remained
NCC Candidate and attained rank of U/o and qualified B & C
certificates with A Grade. Father Professor in a State University.
Mother well educated housewife. Army background family. Family
settled at Kurukshetra. Avoid Gotras:Taxak (Tokas), Sulkh,
Dhankad. Cont.: 9416782444,

& SM4 Jat Girl 26/5'11" MA, B.Ed. Employed as teacher in private
school at Panchkula. Father Ex-service man. Mother housewife.
Family settled at Zirakpur (Punjab). Avoid Gotras: Dalal, Kadiyan.
Cont.: 8054064580

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 25.10.92) 29/5'4" B.Tech. (Electrical &
Communication). Employed in Bel. Company on contract basis.
Family settled at Pinjore. Avoid Gotras: Dhayal, Punia, Phogat.
Cont.: 9416270513

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 02.09.90) 32/5'5". MBA in International
Business from University Business School, P.U. Chandigarh.
Employed as Deputy Collector in Irrigation Department in Head
Office Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Kadyan, Hooda. Cont.:
9468269712

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 1988) 34/5'3". MA (Economics Hons.), PhD.

(Economics), NET/EILETS cleared. Employed in Niti Aayog New
Delhi. Father class-Il officer retired from Haryana Govt. Brother
married and settled in USA. Avoid Gotras: Dahiya, Sehrawat,
Jatrana. Cont.: 9988224040

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 03.10.97) 24/5'3". BDS from JCD Vidyapeeth
Sirsa. Doing job in Dental Clinic, Julana. Avoid Gotras: Sehrawat,
Redhu, Rose: Cont.: 9463188162

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 08.12.92) 31/52" B. A. (Arts.), M.A. (Hindi),
HTET, CTET, PTET, PGDCA from Hartron. Employed as Data
Entry Operator in Town & Country Planning Department on contract
basis. Family settled at Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Siwach,
Shehrawat, Maan. Cont.: 9417097248

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 19.12.95) 26/5'3" B.Tech. (Mechanical
Engineering). Working as Senior Engineer in MNC Gurugram
with Rs. 7 lakh package PA. Avoid Gotras:Dhankhar, Hooda,
Nandal. Cont.: 9465529776

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 07.01.92) 30/5'4" B.A. from Kurukshetra
University. GNM from Pt. Bhagwat Dayal University Rohtak.
Employed as Staff Nurse in Government Hospital Sector 6
Panchkula on contract basis. Family settled at Pinjore. Preferred
match from Tri-city. Avoid Gotras:Bankura, Mann, Narwal. Cont.:
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SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 13.10.91) 29/5'5" BA, LLB (Hons.), LLM in
Criminal Law, Diploma in Labour Law, Diploma in Administrative
Law, Ph.D in International law. Employed in Education Department,
Haryana. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Deswal. Cont.: 9417333298
SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 28.04.96) 26/6'2" Captain in Army. BSC
Chemistry from NDA. B. Tech. from CME in Pune. Father's own
business of Transport at Chandigarh and Nagpur. Mother
housewife. Only child. Avoid Gotras: Dhull, Nehra, Sheoran. Cont.:
9878705529.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 19.03.92) 30/6 feet. B. Tech Mechanical
Engineering. Diploma in Sound Engineering. BTEEC Certificate
in Music Technology from Point Blank Music School London.
Currently working: free lancing. Avoid Gotras: Kajal, Khatkhar,
Khatri. Cont.: 9466954276.

SM4 Widower with two kids Australian Citizen Jat Boy. Age 44
years. B. Tech., Pilot. Well settled in Melbourne, Own multiple
business. Parents settled at Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Nain, Solanki,
Dalal. Cont.: 61401377715, 9872044466.

SM4 Jat Boy 29/5'10" B. Tech. CSE. Working in I.T. Company at
Chandigarh. Family settled at Zirakpur (Punjab). Avoid Gotras:
Dalal, Kadiyan. Cont.: 8054064580.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 12.06.95) 27/5'5" B. Tech. (Urban & Regional
Planning) & M. Plan (Master in Urban Planning) both from Guru
Nanak Dev University Amritsar. Employed as Assistant Town
Planner (ATP) on contractual basis in Govt. office Haryana. Father
Haryana Govt. employee at Chandigarh. Mother working in a
reputed private school at Chandigarh. One younger brother
(Transport Planner) working as Senior Project Scientist at [IT
Delhi. Family settled at Chandigarh. Avoid Gotras: Bilam, Pannu,
Malik. Cont.: 9417838725.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 1986) 36/5'11" L.L.B. & L.L.M. from
Kurukshetra University, Ph.D. from Punjab University Chandigarh.
Own well established business in Bhiwani. Both parents retired
from Government service. Avoid Gotras: Sangwan, Nehra, Legha.
Cont.: 9888911945, 0172-560266.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 25.12.94) 27/5'8" BA, LLB from Punjab
University Chandigarh. Father HAS class-Il (Rtd.). Mother
housewife. Own house at Zirakpur (Punjab), Hotel/Show Room/
Income/crore/year. Agriculture land and own house at village.
Avoid Gotras: Balyan, Deswal, Pannu. Cont.: 9216886705
SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 09.07.98) 24/5'6" B. A. Employed as Office
Assistant in Reserve Bank of India Chandigarh. Gotras: Mor,
Ahlawat, Duhan, Lathar. Cont.: 9992255577.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 26.12.97) 24/6'1" B.Sc. M.A., Employed as
Taxation Inspector in Government of India at Rohtak. Gotras:
Siwach, Dagar, Phogat. Cont.: 7696176288.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 09.09.97) 24/6 Feet. B. Tech. (Computer
Science), MBA. Employed as Software Engineer in Rocket
Software, Pune with package of Rs. 16 lakh+ PA. Father retired
as Supervisor from HMT Ltd. Pinjore. Mother housewife. Family
Business Coaching Institute at Pinjore (Haryana) with Rs. 31 lakh
PA. Avoid Gotras: Bankura, Maan. Cont.: 9354839881

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 17.10.89) 32/6 Feet. B. Tech. (Computer
Science). Employed as Inspector (GST & Central excise) at GST
& Excise Commissionerate Surat (Gujrat), Ministry of Finance,
Govt. of India with Rs. 80,000 P.M. .Father retired Superintendent.
Mother housewife. Area preferred Panchkula, Chandigarh.
Yamuna Nagar, Kurukshetra, Karnal, Hisar. Girl height minimum
5'6" between 25 to 27 years age. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Jattan,
Punia. Cont.: 9996858234.
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SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 03.11.91) 30/6'2" B.Com. Pune University,
MBA (Finance)-Symbiosis Institute of Management Studies.
Current Job-Customer Success, South India with Mainstay People
Consulting working on Implementation of Darwin Box HRIS System.
Monthly income Rs. 60000. Father's own business, Rental Income
Rs. 2 lakh PM. Mother housewife. Avoid Gotras: Dahiya, Sehrawat,
Dhankhar. Cont.: 7385704181

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 19.08.93) 29/5'11" BA, LLB, LLM, Diploma in
Cyber Crime. Employed as Senior Legal Executive in Shri Ram
General Insurance Co. Delhi with Rs. 5 lakh PA. Father District
Attorney retired. Mother in ICDC Department. Avoid Gotras: Deswal,
Saharan, Lather. Cont.: 8950099659

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 17. 08. 95) 26/6'1" B. Tech. (CSE). Working
as Software Engineer in MNC at Pune with Rs. 15 lakh PA. Father
Officer in Agriculture Department Haryana. Family settled in own
house at Kurukshetra. Avoid Gotras: Tomar, Teotia. Cont.:
9466262234

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 02.11.93) 28/5'9" LLB from Delhi University.
Practicing as Advocate in Punjab & Haryana High Court. Parents
in Government job. Own house at Panchkula and Chandigarh.
Avoid Gotras: Joon, Dahiya, Dalal. Cont.: 9466767399
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