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Who was Mahadev Desai ?

When we talk of freedom struggle, we remember only
few names like Lokmanya Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi,
Sardar Patel, Subhas and Jawaharlal Nehru. There
are many others who lost their lives by committing
violent activities ( Bhagat Singh, Khudiram Bose,
Chaplekar brothers, Balwant Khadge, Chander
Shekhar Azad et all) for national cause or during police
firing, or pursuing Satyagraha movements. There were
others who spent lives in jails for long spells. It is
doubtful if the government has catalogued their names
and raised the memorials for them. The term Saheed

- Ramniwas Malik

or Martyr refers people who sacrificed their lives for
a noble cause and remained unknown and unsung on
the pages of history. Mahadev Desai was one such
great human being whose name has been destined to
the dustbin of history.

Mahadev was born on 1 st January 1892 in
village Saras of Surat district of Gujarat. His father
was a school teacher with a salary of 740 per month. .
His mother died at the age of 7. He was married at the
age of 13.Mahadev was very brilliant in his studies
and stood first in the school while passing matric exam

—

N

5

~

Z

151 B A L A e 1 o 2 NG o 20 1 O s e B o i < e e o el



_orc Exll

at the age of 14. He could pursue his studies in
Elphinstone college in Bombay because his friend
Lalubhai Mehta sacrificed his scholarship for him. He
postponed his LLB studies for a year because of
financial constraints and did some odd job for a year
He won a prize of 71000 from Forbes Society in Gujrat
for doing the best translation into Gujrati of a book
titled " On Compromise" by Lord Morley. This enabled
him to complete his L. L. B. studies.

Mahatma Gandhi had returned from South
Africa in January 1915. He set up his temporary
Ashram in a building in Ahmadabad. Mahadev and his
friend Narhari Parekh visited Gandhi Ji in his Ashram
and discussed with him his future programs very
analytically. He returned home completely mesmerised
and decided to spend rest of his life under the Master.
Finally Gandhi Ji too was impressed with his
simplicity, brilliance, wisdom, sensibility, straight
forwardness ,frankness and told him,, " You are the
youngman of my dreams whom I can trust and keep
my personal secretary, confidante conscious keeper,
peacemaker, caretaker ,adviser,chastiser,
companion.-- all rolled into one. ". He took him and
his wife Durga to Champaran( the first successful
experiment of Satyagraha and that added magnetism
to his personally) in November 1917. This visit was
the stepping stone for his lifelong association with
Gandh Ji and Mahadev fulfilled this responsibility with
aplomb. When Gandhi Ji was arrested at Palwal in
1919, he officially declared Mahadev his personal
secretary.

Gandhi Ji started his first nationwide non - co
-operation movement on 1 st August 1920 ( the day
Lokmanya Tilak died.) Motilal borrowed the services
of Mahadev to run his newspaper" Independent"in
Allahbad. Both father and son (Jawahar) were arrested.
The office of the newspaper was sealed by the police.
Still Mahadev edited and printed the paper on the
cyclostyled machine. Very soon he too was arrested
and released only after the movement was withdrawn
on 7 th February,1922 because of Chauri- Chaura
massacre of 24 constables by the incensed crowd of
the village. . Soon after the withdrawal, Gandhi Ji was
charged with treason and sentenced for six years
imprisonment but released only after two years in
1924 Mahadev remained with him in jail too. There
was quiescent period between 1922 and 1929. Mahadev
translated the autobiography of Gandhi Ji " My
Experiments with Truth" from Gujrati to English iin

B

1925 . Later he translated Jawaharlal's autobiography
from English to Gujrati. He also started editing two
newspapers of Gandhi ji - Navajiwan and Young India
He worked hard with Sardar Patel during Bardoli
Satyagraha in 1928 and earned lot of respect. Gandhi
Ji gave the title of Sardar to Vallabh Bhai Patel after
the success of this movement. Mahadev also travelled
242 miles with Gandhi Ji in his famous Dandi March
on March 12,1930, got arrested and remained with
him in prison for 9 months. He went along with Gandhi
Ji to London to attend Round Table Conference in
August 1931. He was there when Gandhi Ji had a tiff
with the King during the evening tea ceremony.

Gandhi Ji was arrested along with Sardar Patel
on 4 th January 1932 soon after his arrival from England
and Europe on 28 th December 1931.Mahadev was
not to be left behind. Gandhi Ji and Sardar Patel and
Mahadev were put in Yaravda jail in Poona. Gandhi
Ji was released and rearrested and put in Belgaon jail
and released finally in July 1934. Mahadev gave him
the company there too.

Peace prevailed again for next five years.
Elections were held for provincial legislatures in 1937
under the provisions of 1935 Act. Indian leaders could
now become Premiers and form governments in the
Provinces. So the Act granted 50% independence to
India.There was also the provision to form the Central
government by Indian leaders under the umbrella of
the Viceroy but the Congress did not bother to do so
because it objected to grant of one third seats to Princes
and that too through nomination. This anachronism
could have been avoided had Congress discussed the
issue with Prime Minister Baldwin who worked very
hard to get the Act through against the stiff opposition
from Churchill and his tribe. This could be the dawn
of Dominion Status like the one in Australia,
Newzealand and Canada - an anti- chamber to complete
independence.

Congress won the elections with thumping
majorities in all the provinces except Panjab and
Bengal.For example, Gobind Vallabh Pant became the
Premier of U. P. and Sir Sikander Hyaat Khan in
Punjab. Congress Ministries and Union Ministry in
Panjab provided the real Ramrajya for two years.But
the good work being done went upside down when
Germany attacked Poland on Ist September
1939.England declared war agaist Germany too. The
Viceroy Lord Linlithgow asked Congress for extending
unconditional support for war efforts as it did during
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first World War. Congress asked for two concessions
I. e. Complete independence after the war and an
interim government till then to execute the war.
Government refused both ..Congress Ministries
resigned in October 1939.

This was what the government wanted and
started playing divide and rule policy openly to the
chagrin of Congress leaders. Limited Satyagraha was
launched in October 1940. Gandhi Ji along with other
leaders and 20000 Congress workers were again
imprisoned for 14 months and then released. Finally
Gandhi Ji launched Quit India movement on 8 th August
1942 and delivered the famous speech calling for
displaying 'Do or Die' 'spirit before a mammoth
crowd in Bombay.

Surprisingly, Gandhi Ji and other Congress
leaders were arrested at 4 a. m the very next day. .
Gandhi Ji, Kasturba Ji, Dr. Sushila Nayar, Sarojini
Naidu, Piarey Lal Nayar and Mahadev were interned
in Aga Khan Palace located near Poona. Government
in London also worked on the proposal to send all the
top leaders to a hotel in Nyasaland for indefinite
detention. But the proposal dropped considering it to
be counter productive.

As usual, on 15 th August,Mahadev, got up at
4--30 a. m. in the morning and did all the chores for
Bapu and had a morning walk with him. He then went
to his room and started editing and typing a letter of
Gandhi Ji addressed to the Viceroy. He then suddenly
collapsed and died instantaneously due to myocardial
infraction. Gandhi Ji took his body in his arms till
arrangements for cremation were made. He washed
his entire body himself. Sushila recited Shalokas of
Bhagvat Geeta. Finally he was cremated in a nearby
open space. Gandhi Ji paid visits to the place of
cremation twice daily and prayed and remembered
Mahadev for 26 months of his prison stay. Durga and
Narayan ( now 18)were in Sewagram Ashram along
with others.

Now Pyareylal took the duties of Mahadev.
Gandhi Ji could control himself but not Kasturba Ji. It
took sometime for the sad news to come out. Every
body who knew Mahadev was shocked. Thousands of
letters of condolence started pouring to Gandhi Ji in
Aga Khan Palace and to Durga Desai in Sewagram as
if a star has fallen from the sky.

What makes so special about Mahadev Desai
were many extraordinary traits of his personality. His

B

devotion to Gandhi Ji and to the cause of Indian
freedom was total. He nursed his Guru like Florence
Nightingale throughout his association of 25 years with
him. He went to jail as many times as Gandhi Ji did.
He was a bridge between various leaders and Gandhi
Ji. He kept his wife and son in Sewagram. He kept
perfect record of all the activities, conferences,
conversations and dialogues of his Master in his
diaries. This record was published posthumously in
25 volumes. Every author derived material copiously
from the diaries to write books on Gandhi Ji. He also
wrote many books like Geeta according to Gandhi,
Story of Bardoli, Geeta Darshan. He was also editing
the two journals of Gandhi Ji. Every leader who knew
Mahadev Desai, used to comment surprisingly, "
How does he get so much time to read so many books
and write so beautifully, redraft so many letters in a
day and nurse the man of varied habits some having
an element of idiosyncrasies."He spent the entire
spare time in England for searching new books. In
1938, Mahadev had a breakdown due to overwork
and still refused to take a holiday. Gandhi Ji then
remarked, " You have become a work maniac. If
anything happens to you, I will be a bird without wings.
"The most glowing tribute came from Verrier Elwin,
an anthropologist working in India. He wrote, "
Through his clear, clean, idiomatic English style,
Mahadev had made Gandhi, perhaps the best known
and loved man in the world. The punctual, vivid,
intimate stories that appeared week by week in young
India and Harijan made them the most readable
journals in India. He was known for his generosity,
wit, goodness and very self effacing character. For
two decades, he was the most important man in the
life of the most important Indian. There was no room
for selfishness and egotism in his attitude. He was
too busy to be mean. " Gandhi Ji also said, "The most
impressive characteristic of his persona was that he
could reduce himself to zero. " This is how the
promising life of an erudite nationalist was cut short
at the ripe age of 50. Both the dates of his birth and
passing away fall on very auspicious days of Indian
calender.

His son Narayan died in March 2015 at the
age of 90. He lead the life of a true Gandhian and wrote
a four volume biography of Gandhi Ji. He remained
Chancellor of Gujrat Vidyapeeth also

As a fitting tribute, kindly send this story of
this multifaceted man to all your friendly groups.
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& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 21.11.94) (26 Years) 57" Qualification MA SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 16.05.89) 31/5'4" M.S.c Bio-informatics,
Political Science. Working in Govt. Service, looking in tricity M.Sc. Bio-informatics, LLB, LLM, Doing Judiciary coaching.
match. Avoid Gotras: Siwach, Malik, Sandhu. Cont.: Avoid Gotras:Malik, Dalal, Chhar. Cont.: 9416561936
9569854549 & SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 23.08.94) 26/5'2" LLB, LLM, Fatherin

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 19.09.90) 5'3" B. Tech., MBA, Working in Govt. job. Own house at Zirakpur. Avoid Gotras: Hooda,
Moodies Company at Gurugram. Own house at Zirakpur. Ahlawat, Siwach. Cont.: 8360153519
Father employed in State Bank of India. Avoid Gotras: Deswal, ¢ SM4 Jat Boy (DOB13.12. 90) 29/5'10" B. Tech. CSE.
Kadyan. Cont.: 8427945192 Businessman, own manufacturing unit of printings & corporate

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 27.01.94) 26/5'3" M.S.c Physics (Hons) gift items. Avoid Gotras: Punia, Saral, Ghanghas. Cont.:
from P. U. Chandigarh, B.Ed. and doing Phd in Physics from 7986433085, 9888685061
P.U. Avoid Gotras:Kadian, Phalswal, Dahiya. Cont.. & SM4 JatBoy (DOB 24.01.93) 27/6 feet. B.Tech. Employed
9888955626 as Divisional Accountant in AG office, Shimla. Avoid Gotras:

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 23.08.92) 28/5'2" B. Tech 2nd Position in Chaudha Rana, Kharb, Rajyan. Cont.; 8527328879
Electronics & Communications. GATE cleared. Own house ¢ SM4 JatBoy (DOB 13.10.93) 27/6'2". MBBS. Employed as
atPanchkula. Avoid Gotras: Rathee, Redhu, Balhara. Cont. M.O.in BPSGMC, Khanpur-kalan. Preference Doctor/HCMC/
9888146931 MBBS. Avoid Gotras: Narwal, Nehra, Chahal. Cont.:

¢ SM4 JatGirl (DOB94) 26/5'3" B.E, UIET Chandigarh, M.Tech, 9467567017, 9463391623
PEC Chandigarh. Working in MNC. Avoid Gotras:Bamal, ¢ SM4 Jat Boy (DOB18.09.91) 29/5'9". B.Tech, MBA.
Jaglan, Kaliraman. Cont.: 9815109960 Employed as Assistant in Central bank of India. Avoid Gotras:

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB13.10.91) 29/5'5" BA, LLB (Hons.), LLM Kundu, Phogat, Ruhil. Cont.: 7696544003
in Criminal Law. Diploma in Labour and Administrative Laws. ¢ SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 10.07.93) 5'8" B. Tech. Working in a
Ph.D in International Law. Employed in Education Department reputed Company at Mohali. Own house at Zirakpur. Father
Haryana Government. No dowry please. Own house at employed in State Bank of India. Avoid Gotras: Deswal, Kadyan.
Panchkula. Avoid Gotras:Malik, Deswal. Cont.: 9417333298 Cont.: 8427945192
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