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What is wrong with Urban Growth and Urban Governance?

Containment/management of ever and over growing
urban sector and its goverance have become two big
challenges for the urban planners and the governments
(Centers and States). The migration of rural populace
towards city centres is increasing day by day. The 2011
census figures indicate that urban population has increased
from 27% to 31% (9.75 crore people) during the last decade.
In fact the urban centers are acting like magnets to pull out
people from the surrounding villages for two reasons i.e.
search for employment and preference for urban living. The
migration will show reverse trends only if the goverments
devise and formulate a sound reflex policy to contain future
urban development followed by its strict implementation.

Presently all our cities and towns, are growing
haphazardly to become agglomerates leading to urban
blight. Two strong fundamentals of town planning are smooth
traffic flow and sanitation and both are conspicuous by their
absence in all the cities/town of India. Population of Bombay
was 3.0 lac in 1951. Now it is 210.0 lacs. Other capital cities
are also growing exponentially likewise. India has only one
well planned city called Chandigarh. (Bhubneshwar and
Gandhi Nagar are not of that class). But beauty and
ambience of Chandigarh have been marred by ring side
ribbon development up to many kilometers. New townships
of private developers are further mushrooming near Mohali,
Mullanpur and Pinjore giving a demon like configuration to
the tri-city. "The beautiful agriculture landscape between
Sector 26 and Panchkula and the green buffer zone between
Secretariat Complex and the Shivalik Hills have been lost
for ever. The number of slum dwellers has gone upto 3.0
lacs. Instead of preserving its beauty and reseraching the
flaws in its layout, we have spoiled the City Beautiful beyond
recognition. Same is the fate of other not so beautiful towns.
The country hardly has 10 cities where 100% sewerage
system has been provided.

The process of haphazard growth of town/cities
started when the town and country planning deparments
(T&P) of the states closed their eyes on the mushroom growth
of colonies in the agricultural land abutting the Municipal
boundaries. These colonies were developed with very poor
infrastructure facilites by petty property dealers. The
governments of the day per-force approved these raw
colonies off and on before the elections. This process has
been mainly responsible for unplanned growth, creating slum
conditions and overlaoading the existing weak infrastructure.

Credit goes to the states of Haryana and Punjab for
creating Urban Development Authorities (PUDA & HUDA) to
develop modern sectors at the district towns. Master planning
of towns was done by the T & P Department. But it lacked

Ram Niwas Malik

both vision and imagination as the departments did not have
and commission the services of renowned town planners
like Corbusier. In the process, the T & P Department
committed four inadvertent mistakes.

(1) It did not work out the ideal size of the new township.
(2) It circumscribed the old city with new sectors thus creating
over-crowding and serious traffic problems in the central
part of the town. (3) The sustainability concept was totally
lost sight of and environment clearances of the Master Plans
were not obtained from MOEF. (4) Private players were
allowed to develop townships and housing societies with
highly irreqular shapes (and spreading into 2-3 sectors)
making the internal lay out of the sectors and sub-sectors
horrendous. To add to the woes, ribbon development
continued to take place simultaneously.

The ideal size of a township (with a square size)
should consist of 36 sectors accommodating a population
of 6.0 lac people. In case of capital cities, it may have 50
sectors with a layout such that a very wide green belt or a
rose garden separates the two sub - cities of 25 sectors on
each side forming two independent districts. Sizing the town
is essential because as it grows further, the job of providing
infrastructures like, water supply, sewerage, drainage, solid
waste management and traffic control becomes costlier and
tedious. The working environment of a township becomes
chaotic once the population exceeds 5.0 lacs and
dysfunctional if it exceeds 15.0 lacs (see Ludhiana). The
Master Plan of Gurgaon township has been enlarged to
consist of 110 sectors (instead of 60) to accommodate a
population of 40 lacs. Master Plan was read wrong f times
by the previous government to suit the requirements of
builders. Once all the sectors and commercial hubs are
fully developed, it will require 350 cusecs of raw water and
6,000 MW of power. No government will be able to spare so
much water for one township only. The traffic situation has
already become unmanageable. The existing air pollution
level is gradually making the environment inhabitable. With
this background, will the Millennium City once nearby SEZs
are also developed simultaneously be sustainable only town
planners can reply? The sectors in Sonipat Master Plan
spread from village Bhatgaon to Delhi border - a distance of
30 kms.

The right approach should have been to
circumscribe the old city with a circular road to limit its further
growth and set up a separate township (square size) of 36 or
49 Sectors (depending upon the potentiality of growth) on
one side. MOFFUSIL towns like Pataudi, Tauru, Faruknagar
and Sohna should have been developed simultaneously with
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6 to 9 sectors each to reduce demographic pressure on big
ticket towns like Gurgaon. The concept of developing smaller
towns of 4 sectors should have been introduced to serve a
group of 10 villages to stop the rural migration towards the
district towns. Accordingly, if decadence of urban environment
is to be saved then future urban growth should be contained
in bigger towns and allowed to spread in Tehsil towns with
complete moratorium on unplanned growth initiated by un-
scrupulous builders.

The growth of urban centers in other states is much
worse. U.P has laid all its eggs in one basket i.e. NOIDA only.
Lucknow is the only other city being developed separately
on modern lines. Other big cities like Moradabad, Rampur,
Bareilly, Ayodhya, Hardol, Kanpur, Aligarh are growing in their
own free lance style. Some situation is prevailing in the other
states as well. Thus lack of urban planning has led to the
growth of 53 mega cities and 43 cities having population
between 5-10 lacs. If proper policy of managing urban growth
is not formulated and strictly implemented, more and more
towns will be converting into veritable hell during the next
few decades. The new effort to build 100 Smart Cities will
not fructify because each town requires a sum of Rs.25,000
crore and the government does not have that much money.
Urban Governance

Indian democracy is now fairly mature. But still there
is an unending talk of poor governance all around. Urban
governance is even worse than the general level prevailing
in the country. A city is a complex web of several systems and
sub-systems. Therefore good governance and management
is the key to better the lives of its residents. This will be possible
by taking two important steps. Firstly there should be an end
to the haphazard growth. Secondly allow the MCs to
administer the city with a fare degree of autonomy. Most
problems in a city emanate from the defective model of urban
governance. We are still persisting with the old British system
of urban governance and a proper model of governance has
not been sketched till now with the result the administrative
and financial authority remains concentrated in the hands
of the state governments. Presently Municipal Committees
or Corporations remain (with weak financial muscles)
engrossed with a diminutive role of scavenging, approval of
building maps, building small shops and dealing day to day
minor irritants of the residents. Realizing this handicap, late
Sh. Rajeev Gandhi took the bold initiative in 1992 to evolve
more powers to the Panchayati System and MCs under the
74th Amendment of the Indian Constitution. But out of 18
functions, the states did not devolve even half to the
Municipalities. If all the powers and functions were transferred
to local self government then a Chairman of a Zilla Parishad
or Mayor of a Municipal Corporation would become more
important than even the Cabinet Minister. The local MLAs
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would lose their importance and play second fiddle to the
Chairman/Mayor. Obviously the State governments did not
countenance this scenario and arrogated all the powers to
them. Since 90% Chairman/Mayors belong to the ruling party,
they cannot dare to ask the Chief Minister to delegate more
authority to them. The Chairman Zilla Parishad Gurgaon
once told, "The moment | ask the CM for more powers, | will
be dethroned". Also there is total erosion of the financial
domain of the Municipal bodies. The Mayor of Municipal
Corporation of Gurgaon has the power to sanction an
estimate of Rs.20.0 lacs only. Presently all the Municipal
bodies are starving for funds whereas 80% revenue is being
collected from the cities only. Gurgaon alone contributes
46% revenue to the State exchequer. Then why the MCs
have to demand funds from the state Governments like alms
is anybody's guess.

The basic intention of the 74th Amendment was to
empower the Municipalities to act as mini-state governments
and lighten the administrative load of the State Governments.
But the state Chief Ministers have become power renegades
and usurped all the municipal authority. A la-Sarkaria
Commission needs to be set up to define the extent of
delegation of powers to the local self governments. Now the
city is administered by multiple authorities and parastatal
departments rendering specific services. For example, power
supply is managed by the power utilities, water supply by
public health department or Jal Nigam or new sectors by
Urban Development Authority. The result is that a city is unable
to grow with synergetic and visionary approach like a living
organism. The need of the hour is to set up a single authority
which should have under its fold all the offices of relevant
departments including education with a proper secretariat.
It should run like the state government on a reduced scale. If
this model is adopted then the work in the Government
Secretariat will be greatly reduced bringing much needed
efficiency in the system. Also the single authority will be able
to plan the development of the city and its future expansion
properly. As a result of poor governance and disorder, our
cities have continued to languish in backwardness even 64
years after the independence. A city is fortunate if it happens
to be the hometown of the State Chief Minister. Bhiwani got
modern look when Ch. Bansi Lal was the Chief Minister of
Haryana. Now the city has degenerated into the status of a
Tehsil town. Hissar started shinning under Bhajan Lal.
Rohtak got its lucky break under Sh. B.S. Hooda. Now it is
the turn of Karnal to outshine other cities.

Consequently, need of the hour is to redesign a
proper model for governance of urban areas to meet the
basic requirements of an efficient administration. The cration
of a single accomplished authority consisting of engineers,
doctors, administrators and planners is the key to meet this
objective and allow our cities to grow on expected lines.
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Brief History of Dalas of Bulandshahar District

Dr. Har Swarup Singh
Some members of our clan (gotra) moved from and other ensured this but only after a fierce battle unpder
Mandothi, near Rohtak, Haryana (Punjab at that time)the leadership of Jawahar Singh one of the braves (albiet
to Chistsongalipur (Tisona) in District Bulandshahdy.P a bit rackless) fighters. The Rajput kingh was killed|in
perhaps during the region Ahmed Shah in the 1650s the battle by Rai Singh. In recognition, Bharatpur awargied
(?) During the reign of Moghul Emperor Shdam the or recognised the claim of the Chitosana Dalas over 360
[I'or 111 (1750-1793), the Jat ruler at Kuchesar was givenvillages of Bulandshahr district. | presume by that tife
the title of 'Rao Raja' and 'Chor-Mar' perhaps becous&uchesar State had been established by the Chitsona
he has killed serval decoits, who had managed entry int@alas after some gallant fighting. While the accountg of
residentail quartesingle handedlyCapt. Kr S.P Singh bravery are true, its degree was undoubtedly exaggefated
of Kuchesarwho later shifted to Meerut, and.Kikram by our 'Doms' who used to narrate the history or singj in
Jit Singh at Kuchesar may have photocopies of thapraise of our farefathers.

'‘Shahi Firman' among other documents. The leader of The fort at Kuchesar was ca

2 2~ : . ptured by the Dallas
the Mandothi "Kafila’, Ch. Bhiwal Singh, was g4m 4 Bania, Seth Kanchan Sahai. It was turned info a
accompanied by his own Pandit, barbearpenter ey arge fortindeed. | found it truly impressive durifg

sweeperetc. In addition to his troops. One branch of f isit. The eleph h | |
the 'Kafila' went to Bijnor-led by the brother of Bhiwal 25{ ﬁ%é?dog Vrlﬁg'ny ?n%ggrﬁnaso%gisogfds ﬁggabr 2?1

Singh becouse Bhiwal Singh's wife is resported to have, o hstrycted. | also saw a couple of Europdan
said "Jeth ji, gadi thodi farakati chhonde, jo parda na kamgs oy emesses in the Dalals had captured a small foft at
pade”. So Jeth Ji was 40-50 miles away to Bijnor district!g g Nagar owned by Bahadur Shah/Jehangir Shah/Ch.
Dr. Alok Singh of that family emigrator to Northern  ppandya Singh was the commemder in the battle at B.B.
Virginia, U.S.A. Nagar and KuchesaKuchesar later built a satellight

Ch. Bhiwal Singh builta 'garhi* (fortress) at fort at Sahanpur (near Syana and Chitsona) which vas
ChitsonaAlipur. Our 'gher' (ahata) area is still called later given in dowry along with 12 villages tGewatia
‘garhi'. Until recently one 'burj' (quard tower) was intact; Zamindar

a small mound is still there. The 'garhi' was planned It is said that Ch. Dhandya Singh betrayed
properly; at the cormers lived the bartbe carpenter 1y qhers and other after some time. The brothers were
the blacksmith, etc. Some of them are still living there , ¢ i 3 cellar and tortured until they gave up their rights
although the original settlement was disturbed as pety i\ chesar Sate. They were given 12 villagers instéad.
dictates of increased living requirements or other needsg, the main members of the clan even the revenuelwas
In the village, a Shivalaya and Thakurdware wassived off. In our village, the inhabitants of two ‘mohalls'

established which still exist. The Thakurdwara had a Ian(ixere granted this right (Chauhara’ grant) and are called
grant of 60-70 bigha which yielded enough maintenance cpauhare 'wallas' (our mohalla and murre's). The D

At the time of arrival of Dalas, Chitsona was of Chitsona were thus settled in 12 villagers and,| of
inhabited by Pathans and somyagis. Pottery utensils course, Kuchesar became the new seat of power in glace
and other household items and statues, etc. of the Pathanfithe original ChitsonAlipur Garhi.
days are still found at the time of digging in the 'Khera' The Dalald/illages in Bulandshahr District. (thé
area close to our ‘gher. It was rumoured that & couplgyginal 12 plus some more which the Dalals bought) the
of people had found gold coins, jewwllwry and precious e village or some land and settled over there are:
stones while dlgglng_foundatlons fort_helrhouses and the)ChitsonaAIipur Sega, MahaBegli, Chingraothi, Pipala
suddently got very rich Ch. Bhiwal Singh's group OUStedTibra, Bindra, Mandona, Sonjana, Karkira, Gangahalim

the original inhabitants after some fighting; bows and Ladpur Moondi, Loharu, RazapuKurana, Bharna
arrows were the weapons used first, follow by close _ ’ ’ ’ '
combat using swords. Villages Razapur and Bharna were bought |by

e . , the forefather of Ch. Giri Raj Singh and hari Raj Singh

. Ch. Rai. Singh (son of Ch. Bhiwal Singh) and (e next generation Othe Badis of Meerut). Ch. Rai
his nephew Jai Singh were involved in the famous fightgjngh's progeny remained in Chitsona. Mandona and
with the Rajputs at Pushkar in Rajasthan (during lategangari are inhabited by the descendents of Ch. Shankar

1760s). They were brave army allies/officers of gingh- and mahav by the descendents of Ch. Pop Sfngh

BharatupurBy tradition the Rajput Rainis used to bathe (ihe Muyrre's of Chitsoana are also his descendents).

first at the annual mela at Pushakar but, with the .

ascendency of the Jat power under Maharaja Surj Mal The Dalals of Bulandshahr district came from

RaniRoop Kaur (aunt of Maharaja Jawahar Singh)the Guru Datlt family o'f Mandothi, Mantaria Pana. |

wanted to take the first dip in Pushkar lake. Jai Singh$aw the old ‘Chaupal’ on my first visit to our original
C 16D

$IR TEd © fh A WETd dxd Sifdd] HAR | 97 ¥ETd fHY @ A & 99 & —HeTeAr el




_orc Bl

village in 1988, soon after joining ¥g&ce Chancellor at
CCS-Haryanagriculture UniversityHisat This is the
biggest 'Chaupal’, located near the house of Ch. Ra
Kala in the centre of the village. Some of the other name
from Mandothi thet our family in Chitsona remembers
are:Sohan SinghAsa Ram, HarGobind Singh, Sada
Ram, Hans Raj Singh, Bharat Singh, Ram Dhan *
Singh, Har Swarup Singh, Jage Singh.

We certainly recycle the names! My father was
also named Bharat Singh. My mother's cousin,
Bhagirathi, from villageTanaija, near Rabupura in
Bulandshahr District, was married to Ch. Bharat Singh
of Mandothi.

The above information is based largely on the ¢
recollection of the last knowledgeable '‘Dom' in our
village. Obviouslythe details are sketclgspecially about
earlier generations. | am writing to a number of Dalals
and other Jats to provide comments, information and
documents, if available, relating to our histdgyropose ¢
to use this information for writing the first two chapters
of my memories dealing with the Jats and the Dalal Clan.

Note : The above details were available with Shri
Sukhbir Singh Dalal of Hot&landana, Pahganj, New
Delhi. Obviously DrSwarup Singh sent this information
sometime during 1996 to M8.S. Dalal and others for
solicting supplementary information from others. ¢
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SM4 Jat Girl 36/5'3" B.Tech.working in Chandigarh
Company. Divorsed, Avoid Gotras: Malik, Pawar. Cont.:
7508296284

SM4 Jat Girl 12.10.1992/5'1" B.A, B.B.A., B.Ed. doing
M.A. Avoid Gotras: Lakara, Pawar, Tomar. Cont.:
9872100042, 9216000072

SM4 Jat Girl 01.01.1990/5'3" 12th, GNM working Staff
Nurse in Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Dahiya, Kajla,
Ahlawat. Cont.: 9463881657

SM4 Jat Girl 29/5'2". M.Sc. (Hons.) PU Chandigarh.
Working as P.O. in Nationalized Bank. Trycity Match
preferred for Family settled at Panchkula. Avoid Gotra:
Sangwan, Khatri, Siwach. Cont.: 9466951525.

SM4 Jat Girl 25/5'9". M.A. Economics doing B.Lib. Avoid
Gotra: Hooda, Malik, Khatre. Cont.: 9417529417.

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 13.12.86) 28.10/5'5" BCA., MCA,
Employed as Lecturerin a reputed College at Sampla,
Distt. Rohtak (Haryana) Avoid Gotras: Pawaria, Nandal,
Ahlawat. Cont.: 09811658557, 09289822077

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB18-12-86) 28.10/5'4" MSc. Physics,
M.Phil Physics Employed as Contractual Lecturerina
Govt. College, Chandigarh. Father in Government
service. Avoid Gotras: Bhedas, Jatian. Cont.:
09991659094, 09416499094

SM4 Jat Girl 25.6./5'6" B.Sc. Hons. Math with Computer,
M.Sc. Math Hons., from Punjab University Chandigarh.
B.Ed., C.TAT, H.TAT cleared. Teaching in Bhawan
Vidyalaya, Sector 15 Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Rathi,
Mann, Dhanda. Cont.: 09815253211

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 21.04.90) 25.6/5'8" B. Tech. Working
as Assistant in Haryana Civil Secretariat in Excise &
Taxation Deptt. Only son, Father and mother Gazetted
Officers in Haryana government. Avoid Gotras: Mor,
Siwach, Singroha Cont.: 09988701460, 09855126285

SM4 Jat Boy 26.9/5'7" M.C.A. Employed as Project
Engineer in ORACLE Co. at Banglore with Rs. 7 Lac
package PA. Avoid Gotras: Grewal, Antil, Dalal Cont.:
09417629666

SM4 convent educated Jat Boy 31/5'9" Post graduate

TR q AT S & 75 3 R o & from P.U. Protocol Officer in NABARD (Govt. of India
X 2 Bank) Father retired Executive from PSU Bank and sister
o o T 3T 90F A g2l 3-8 MBBS, MD doctor. Settled around Chandigarh. Avoid
IFEET TN 1 TeT HIA Bl GHA F&T B Gotras: Kundu, Gahlaut, Lohan. Cont.: 09888734404,
09466359345
v N\
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