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Exit of Subhash Bose from Congress

AY Ao 3d & UI9—17 & IW

Cunningly, he was pushing Subhash to tender resignation. Instead of
writing letters, Subhash should have confronted Gandhi Ji personally
along with Nehru and put straight argument before him saying,"
Mahatma Ji, according to Pant resolution, the Working Committee has
to be according to your wishes. So either give names or ask Pant to
withdraw the resolution. Now you have to decide this way or that way
and you cannot shik your reponsibility any more." Gandhi Ji had to
take the decision.

Subhash was being pressed by his leftist supporters,
particularly by M.N.Roy, to give an ultimatum to Gandhi Ji to suggest
the names failing which he should go ahead with his own Working
Commitee. But Subhas was hesitant to take this drastic step. Gandhi
Ji was dodging Subhash because he knew that Subhash and
Congress would never work cohesively inspite of the patch up. He
himself had reservation about Subhash having complete faith in
nonviolence. He had observed a streak of militancy in Subhash
when he appeared in a military uniform of a general at Calcutta
session in 1928. According to Kriplani, Gandhi Ji knew his relations
with militant or revolutionary groups. His meeting with Germany
embassy people was still fresh in his mind. But his main problem was
that he always made hasty decisions or observations without
examining pragmatism and weighing prons and cons of the situation.
Forexample, he suggested in the Lahore session to form a provisional
government that was not possible. Gandhi Ji also thought that Subhas
would initially start the movement on nonviolent lines but will change
gears at a later stage. That is why he wanted that Subhas should
leave the Congress. But Gandhi Ji should have courage to point out
the deficiencies in the working of Subhash rather than push him out
by sleight or stealth. In fact Gandhi Ji himself was violating Pant
resolution by not helping Subhash to constitute the Working Committee.

Subhash invited Jawaharlal at his place in Jamadoba on 20th
April. The two met with great warmth. Their views concurred and the
two decided to make the last effort to settle the issue with the patriarch
who had arrived at Sodepur Ashram near Calcutta after suffering a
political defeat at Rajkot. Subhash and Jawahar held talks with Gandhi
Jifor two days but Gandhi Ji refused to suggest names for the CWC
holding the old argument that he could notimpose his will on the new
President. He also suggested Subhash to hold talks with the members
of the preceding CWC to arrive at a final composition. This again was
a cunning way to put off Subhash and keep the pot boiling knowing
fully well that ego problems of both sides would not yield any result.
Subhash was not Mahatma Gandhi who had no hesitation to meet his
opponents. Fault of Subhash and Nehru was that they did not assertively
tell Gandhi Ji," Mahatma Ji, as per Pant resolution, you have to give or
suggest names to constitute the new CWC. Either you give the names
or ask Pant Ji to withdraw the resolution in the coming AICC session.
You have to decide the smouldering issue this way or that way. By not
fulfilling your responsibility, you are simply violating the dictates of the
Pant resolution and also shirking your own responsibility in the stand
off. Otherwise, it will be deemed that you are deliberately procrastinating
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the issue to compel me to resign." Subhash understood what Gandhi
was up to and prophesy of M.N.Roy was coming true.

AICC held its session at Calcutta on 29th April. Sarojini Naidu
was in the Chair. Subhash tendered his resignation. The resignation
letter said," Initially, Mahatma Ji advised me to constitute the Working
Committee leaving out the members who had resigned on 22nd
February1939. (Only Sarat Bose and Nehru had not resigned.) But
such a CWC would not be according to the dictates of Pant resolution.
Then Mahatma Ji advised me to consult the preceding CWC members to
arrive at an agreement... Unfortunately ...we could not arrive at a
settlement. (No such meeting took place.)..Now | feel that my presidentship
may become an obstacle in smooth running of party affairs...It may be
easier for AICC to settle the issue by electing a new President. After
mature deliberation and in a helpful spirit, | am placing my resignation in
your hands.". He did not make express request for its acceptance.

Now Nehru, who had been privately pressing Gandhi Ji for
effecting an acceptable solution, moved a resolution requesting
Subhash to withdraw his resignation and keep the old CWC and add
two members of his choice in place of two ailing members. Only
Jaiparkash Narain and Rafi Ahmad Kidwai rose to support the motion.
Others kept mum and Subhash could understand this silence. The
meeting was adjourned for the next day.

The following day, Subhash made it clear that he could work
only with a truly representative CWC and again pleaded that his
resignation was in the hands of the AICC meaning thereby that he did
not agree with the suggestion of Nehru and he could withdraw his
resignation provided AICC constituted a more representative CWC by
including some members of leftist leanings. Finding no response to his
suggestion, Nehru withdrew his resolution. Accordingly, resignation of
Subhash was accepted and Rajendra Prasad was elected as the new
President. Nehru refused to be a member of the new CWC. Dr. B.C.Roy
and P.C.Ghosh were added new members in place of Nehru and
Sarat Bose. It was another slap on the face of Subhash as Sarat Bose
was not retained in the new CWC. People of Bengal were bubbling
with rage as Subhash was being battered and humiliated before their
eyesand on his home turf. All the members had to be extricated out of
the session with the help of security personnel. Subhash now realised
that there was no place for him in the Congress but he would not leave
it at. any cost. But delegates again attacked unarmed Subhash like
Abhimanyu in Mahabharata. Firstly, they did at Tripuri. Gandhians
again behaved in non- Gandhian way. Truly, it was the brazen or
ignominious defeat of Gandhians and not of Subhash. Great men
became small after a long time.

Gurudev Tagore congratulated Subhash for his bold action.
He wrote," The dignity and forbearance you have shown has won my
admiration and confidence in your leadership." Gurudev also gave
him the title of Deshnayak. Subhash wrote to Emilie," India is a strange
country. Here people love and respect a person when he gives up
power rather than he assumes power. | got warmer reception in Lahore
after the resignation than last year when | went there after becoming
the President."
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The concept of leftist, socialist and rightist has been the bane of
this country till today. It has been the bane of Congress till 1947.
Subhash too had been deeply bugged by leftism and socialism both.
He could not differentiate between the two concepts. He used the terms
'socialist and socialism' quite often in his long presidential address at
Haripura. All this debacle in the Congress was also the outcome of this
left vs right though Gandhians never talked of their being rightists. In
fact they were more Gandhians than rightists.

However, British government was very happy at the exclusion
of Subhash from the Congress. Otherwise he could take the party
towards a radical path. Subhash was irrepressible as Gandhi Ji would
later call. Within a week of his resignation, Bose announced the formation
of 'Forward Block ' a group within the Congress like Swaraj Party
within Congress in 1923 or Socialist group of Jaiparkash Narain and
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia within the party. The object was to rally all
radical and anti-imperialist progressive elements in the country on the
basis of a minimum program. He had hoped that all the ginger groups
that supported him during the presidential election would join the block.
But these groups were not prepared to lose their identities. Six weeks
later, at the All India Forward Block Conference at Bombay, it was
decided to form a Left Consolidation Committee which again would be
a loose group representing all shades of opinions. The aim was to
swing the Congress program towards radical program of Subhash
Bose that stood for four objectives |.e. promoting left policies, ultimatum
to the Raj to grant Purna Swaraj, exploitation of international situation
asitunfolded from time to time and take steps to make Socialist India
afterindependence. The Committee had equal representation from
CSP, Royists, CPl and Forward Block. Some preliminary meetings
were held but these mostly ended in bitter fights between CPland CSP
representatives. Accordingly, very soon, the whole concept proved to
be a pipe dream. Subhash quickly grasped the reality and he too
abandoned the idea and started touring whole of India and address
meetings as Head of the Forward Block. Important members of the
Block were Sardool Singh Caveeshar in Punjab, Akbar Shah in NWFP,
H.V. Namath in Bombay, Swamy Sehjanand in Behar, N.G.Ranga in
Andhra, Indulal Yagnik in Gujrat and Hosmani in Karnataka. The
redeeming feature of the new outfit was that people came in large
numbers to hear the radical views of Subhas. His program of addressing
meetings continued up to June 1940. His pet theme was the criticism of
Congress top brass for its vacillating and compromising nature. He
portrayed himself as a courageous rebel, a challenger of status quo in
the Congress, converting constitutional mentality of Gandhians with
fighting mentality of Forward Block. He identified himself with the youths
and exhorted them to join in his manly fight agaist reactionary forces of
imperialism. In this way, his fight against Congress was more than the
fight against the Raj. Some wise people like S.Satyamurti, Biswanath
Das (Premier of Orissa) and Harekrishan Mehtab pointed out to Subhas
that he was harming Congress more than the Raj.

Subhash Bose was still the President of Bengal Congress
Committee. Fearing the misuse of that position, AICC passed two
resolutions in June 1939.

1. Prohibiting Congress members from offering Satyagraha
without the permission of CWC.

2. Congress provincial Ministries to be free from the need to
follow the directives of Provincial Congress Committees.

Bose asked his group to hold demonstrations on 9th July
against the attempts of High Command to stifle the intra-party
democracy. Accordingly, meetings were held at number of places.
Subhash addressed a big meeting at Bombay. CWC urgently charged
Subhash for violating party discipline and banned him from holding
any elective office in the party for three years. So Bose was
automatically dethroned from presidentship by the ban. Accordingly
Congress party in Bengal was also divided into two factions. Majority
was in the Bose group and minority was brought under an Adhoc
Committee headed by Kalam Azad. The legislative wing was also
divided. The Bose group was led by Sarat Bose and the other group
was led by Kiran Shanker Roy. Disciplinary action was taken against
Sarat Bose also. All this was happening due to the leadership failure of
Gandhi Ji. He could have brought the unity between the two groups
had he so desired. He was so passionate about Hindu-Muslim unity
(and rightly so) but showed little care to bring unity in his own party at
this crucial juncture.

In December 1939, Gurudev Tagore again asked Gandhi Ji
to lift the ban on Subhash for the sake of unity in the party. Now
rapprochement was impossible as Subhash had gone too far and had
started using very hard words against Gandhi Ji and other seniors.
The words like Gandhism, Gandhians and rightists were themselves
were highly disrespectful to Gandhi Ji and other leaders. For example,
while addressing a Student Conference, he said," Patriots had to be
wary of a Gandhian compromise with imperialism.Why are they thus
shrinking a struggle? | presume that once a nationwide campaign is
launched, the leadership and control of movement will pass out of their
hands. Rightists are out of touch with the emergence of new forces.
Moreover they have lost contact with Muslims, Kisan movement,
Working class movement. Student movement, Youth movement and
other radical movements." Thatis why Gandhi Ji conveyed to Gurudev
through Andrew," If you think it proper, tell Gurudev that | have never
ceased to think of his wire and anxiety about Bengal. | feel that Subhash
is behaving like a spoilt child of the family. The only way to wake him up
is to open his eyes. And then his politics shows sharp differences. | am
quite clear that the gap is unbridgeable. | am quite clear that the matter
is too complicated for Gurudev to handle. Let him trust that no one is
personally against Subhash. For me, he is my son." What Gandhi Ji
wrote was not quite true but his not responding to Gurudev directly
was an unpalatable act. Gurudev must have taken this act with a pinch
of salt.

Atanother place, Subhash said," | warn all those who listen to
me of the potential compromising tendencies of Gandhian run
Congress.Since the CSP(Socialists) and some other leftists have sided
with the Gandhians.These so called leftists cannot wear that label."
Subhash also tried to reach out to Jinnha and Savarkar around March
1940. Jinnha bluntly told him to first take control of Congress and then
talk. He found Savarkar too narrow minded.

Matters came to a head in March 1940 when Congress held
its annual session at Ramgarh in Bihar under the presidentship of
Azad. Subhash addressed an Anti-Compromise Conference at the
same place that was largely attended. This time, he did not talk of
Gandhism, compromise and rightists. He simply said that Allies were
beating a hasty retreat against German forces and England was being
pushed to the wall. So he suggested that it was the best time to launch
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the nationwide freedom movement and accused Congress for
dissipating that opportunity. He addressed another conference at
Nagpur in August and said the same thing there as well. Lastly, he
made another effort to bring around Gandhi Ji not to lose the propitious
opportunity to launch the nationwide movement. So he went to Wardha
from Nagpur and met Gandhi Ji. But Gandhi Ji maintained the same
stand that the nation was not ready for a nationwide movement and he
smelt violence in the air. It was a fact that a movement by Gandhi Ji with
Subhash on his left side and Sardar Patel on the right side would have
drawn large number of people to jail but restive youth would have
definitely indulged in large scale violence.

Subhash knew his own limitations and was afraid to launch the
movement unilaterally under his own leadership even though his
meetings were largely attended. Even on Ist September 1939 when
Germany attacked Poland, he was addressing a mammoth meeting of
two lac people at Madras. Still he was believing that a nationwide
movement could succeed only under the leadership of Gandhi Ji. So
his 16 months campaign against Congress proved counter productive.
His limitations were two. Firstly, he would be immediately arrested
along with his brother. Secondly he knew that both he and Sarat could
not bear the rigours of jail life because of their poor health. That is why
he was imploring Gandhi Ji to initiate the movement. Gandhi Ji was
afraid that Churchill would crush the movement with a firmer hand than
Willingdon. Things were different under Chamberlain. So he was waiting
for more opportunate time and that time came in August 1942 when he
did notlisten to anybody and launched the famous Quit India movement.
Now separation of Subhash with Congress was complete.

Congress and the 2nd World War

Congress Ministries were doing wery good work in eight
provinces. The Governors of U.P. and Madras wrote articles praising
the good work being done by the Provincial Congress governments
under Pant and Raja Ji. People too were very happy with the
performance and started feeling as if Swaraj had already arrived.
Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy, too was very happy to see the successful
working of self government under the supervision of the Raj. His
happiness was justified because he had drafted the Act being Chairman
of the Select Committee. His only regret was that Federal part of the Act
could not take any shape. (Congress did not give a cogent reason for
not accepting the federal part. But it lost a great opportunity to rule
whole of India and could achieve many milestones.).But this sentiment
of happiness continued only for two years. On 1st September 1939,
Germany attacked Poland both in the air and on the ground with a
massive thrust and everything went topsy turvy. England declared
war against Germany. The Viceroy lost no time in declaring war against
Germany on behalf of India without consulting the people of India and
their leaders. All political parties except Unionist party of Panjab had
held demonstrations in whole of India when Simon Commission visited
India in February 1928 simply because it did not have a single Indian
inits composition. Now no political party took an umbrage at the arbitrary
action of the Viceroy for not consulting Indian leaders and her people
before declaring war against Germany though India did not have any
enmity with Germany. This lapse was much more serious than all-
white composition of Simon Commission. Congress felt cheated on this
score but did not lodge any written protest against the Viceroy. This
issue could have been a rallying factor of a nationwide protest against

the Viceroy but not a dog barked. However there was lot of anger in
the hearts of the people with nationalist feelings and accordingly most
people aspired for German victory.

The Viceroy called Gandhi Ji from Wardha to meet him at Simla
where he was residing at that time. Gandhi Ji along with Sardar Patel
reached Simla and met the Viceroy on 4th September. In one to one
meeting, the Viceroy implored Gandhi Ji to support the war effort as he
had done during the 1st World War. Gandhi Ji told the Viceroy that he
was looking at the war with an English heart and could not see the
destruction of London without being stirred to the very depths of his
being. Then he conjured the picture of Westminster Abbey and the
Parliament buildings destroyed by German bombs. Momentarily, Gandhi
Jibecame emotional and tears started dropping from his eyes. Even
the Viceroy was astonished at the surge of his emotions. Then Gandhi
Ji controlled himself and told the Viceroy that he was for extending
non-violent unconditional support for the war effort but he could not
speak for the nation and the CWC. The dropping tears won the respect
and warmth of the Viceroy in future meetings but the shrewd Viceroy,
like any other diehard Tory, never responded positively to his pleadings.

Gandhi Ji held the Press Conference and repeated his version
without tears. It is not known whether Sardar Patel and Gandhi Ji
discussed with each other what to say to the Viceroy during the train
journey. Patel would have never advised Gandhi Ji what he actually
told the Viceroy. During the return journey, people in large number
came to see Gandhi Ji where ever the train stopped in the way and
questioned him for showing so much sympathy to Britain and asked
him why he forgot the Jalianwala Bagh tragedy for which he had to
launch nationwide movement that ended in complete failure and also
why did he not protest against dragging India into the war against
Germany arbitrarily by the Viceroy. Gandhi Ji had no answer.

Coming back, Gandhi Jiinvited an All Party Meeting at Wardha
on 9th September to discuss the future course of action in view of the
request of the Viceroy. No party responded to his call. But CWC
members arrived. Jaiparkash Narain, Subhash Bose, M.S.Aney and
Narendra Deva were the special invitees. Jawaharlal Nehru was in
no mood to placate the Raj. He was even against forming the ministries.
Earlier he was chagrined when Gandhi Ji had decided to suspend the
Civil Disobedience movement in July 1934. So he prepared a draft
statement that was discussed for three days by the CWC . Gandhi Ji
pleaded for nonviolent unconditional support to England. His pleading
was based on following four grounds.

l No other political party or organisation was interested in
independence. These are looking for seeking their own political gains.
It does not matter to them at all if the Britishers rule India for another 100
years.( Earlier Viceroy had informed Lord Zetland, Secretary of State
for India, that Raj had become a ticking bomb and except for Gandhi,
all the principal players including leading princes, were waiting for an
excuse to set it off in hopes of building their own order out of the
rubble.)

2. In earlier movements, Muslim League and Ambedkar did not
join hands with Congress. Otherwise they also did not oppose the
movements and kept mum. But this time, they would exploit the situation
and might create conditions for violence. The government will also
practise the Divide and Rule policy to the hilt.
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3. People were tired and were not ready for a long drawn out
and sustained Civil Disobedience movement. Attending meetings in
large number was different from going to jails for long periods.

4, Government would deal with the movement more harshly than
what Willingdon did in 1932.

Neither any member asked nor Gandhi Ji bothered to explain
himself what he meant by nonviolent unconditional support as any
support in the theatre of war would be deemed as the violent support.
In Mahabharata, Lord Krishan did not carry any arm and only drove
the chariot of Arjun. That probably was the nonviolent support.
However CWC shot down the proposal of Gandhi Ji unanimously and
approved the draft statement prepared by Nehru.

The resolution had a long narrative on the evils of both fascism
and imperialism and talked about the need for end of colonialism both
inAsia and Africa. It stated three things so far India was concerned.

l The government should declare its war aims and their
application to India.

2. If the government declared that the aims included elimination of
imperialism and treatment of India as a free nation, then Congress was
prepared to extend its co-operation.

3. The friendship between India and England was possible but
only on equal terms and a lorded over India cannot fight for the freedom
of India.

There was no need to pass a long-winded resolution in
circumlocutry terms. Similarly, there was no need to ask for war aims
because England was not the aggressor. Declaration of war against
Germany at that moment was only to sympathise with Poland and that
too as a defender. England launched the war only she sent her
warships to defend Norway against the German attack on ... and the
attempt ended in a disaster that further led to the resignation of Prime
Minister Chamberlain yielding place to Churchill. Churchill took over
as the new Prime Minister on 10th May 1940. The resolution should
have straight away said in direct terms that," Congress will extend
wholehearted support to the war effort provided the government grants
full Dominion Status to India during the war followed by complete
independence after the war. It is an irony that England is ready to fight
for the freedom of Poland and is not ready to grant independence to
India whose men, materials and other resources are purported to be
used so brazenly and that too for the independence of a third country.
So why should Indian soldiers be used when you are enslaving their
own country.. 20 lakh soldiers fought for England during the 1st World
Warand 77000 lost their lives and what did England gave to India in
return? Jalianwala Bagh massacre and Martial Law for one year! If
England is not prepared to concede basic right of freedom to India,
then Congress will launch a massive mass civil Disobedience movement
till freedom is attained." This kind of resolution would have frightened
the already depressed Prime Minister of England. Also it would have
electrified most of India. Subhash too would have been very happy
who like Annie Besant had said that difficulty for India was a rare
opportunity for India to yield England on her knees. That theoretical
resolution of CWC served no purpose to shake up British government
in England.

Linlithgow called 52 political personalities to have their views.
Subhash met on 10th October and made the aforesaid statement.

Princes who ruled ten crore population and half of geographical area
were more than enthusiastic to give full support to the government.
Jinnha put up only one simple demand in exchange of support : treat
Muslim League as the sole representative of Muslims of India in future
consultations meant for constitutional development. Unionist Party
Ambedkar and Krishik Praja Party of Fazlul Haq also gave unconditional
support to the Viceroy. Now Congress party was left alone to crave
for Independence and was sitting on the other side of the fence. Others
had no value for liberty and independence. Armed with so much
support, the Viceroy called the demand of Congress as pure blackmail.
He wrote to Zetland that Divide and Rule policy onward would be
enough to blunt the non- co-operative efforts of the Congress. When
Sardar Patel met Linlithgow, the later told him that support of Muslim
League, princes and others was enough to meet the demands of the
war. Sardar Patel realised that what Gandhi Ji was saying was right.

Federal part of the Act had provided limited Dominion Status.
The Act provided three departments |.e. defence, external affairs and
police directly under the control of the Viceroy. But after the war, the
Viceroy had been invested with veto power even to have control over
the functioning of the provincial governments. So there could be no
meeting point between what Congress wanted and what the British
government could give. CWC even did not discuss in three days what
steps it would take in case its demands were rejected. The conveyed
its response to the CWC resolution on 17th October 1939. It said," Her
Majesty's Government (H M G) have not defined with ultimate precision
their detailed objectives in the persecution of war. However, after the
war ended, Indians could hold constitutional talks with the British
government. During the war, the Congress could, if it wished, send
representatives to a consultative committee."

CWC members were shocked and disgusted at the denigrating
response of HMG. Now their eyes were partly opened and they could
sense their values in the eyes of the Raj. Otherwise the reply was on
expected lines. Gandhi Ji met the Viceroy twice to have an honourable
pact with Congress. But Linlithgow, a deceptively polite person,
expressed total disagreement with Gandhi Ji. The main requirement of
the Raj was recruitment of soldiers. Young people were making bee
lines before the recruitment offices for enlistment because of pressure
of unemployment and poverty and desire to see Europe. Now both
Congress leaders and Gandhi Ji were thoroughly distraught and
disconsolate. In a huff, CWC asked the provincial ministries to resign.
Thisis what the Viceroy, Jinnha and others wanted. This was the most
foolish act of the CWC. Gandhi Ji said that loss of office was better than
loss of face with the people. Jinnha called this step of Congress as its
demise and sunrise of League. He called a public meeting on 22nd
December at Bombay and called it a Day of Deliverance from the
Hindu Raj. Ambedkar also joined Jinnha on the stage and spoke very
bitter words both about Gandhi Ji and Congress. Next day Jinnha
held meetings with Ambedkar, Savarkar and Ramaswamy Naiker.
Gandhi Ji asked Jinnha to lead all anti-Congress forces in India but
fight for the independence of India. Shred Jinnha did not take the bait.
More meetings were held by Muslims throughout India. Observing the
size of the gathering and the geographical range, Jinnha felt that he
had become the accredited leader of Muslims of India. Sir Sikander
Hyat Khan and Fazlul Haq also started feeling small before Jinnha.
Now Jinnha decided not to waste time in having dialogue with Congress
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leaders for reconciliation anymore. His focus now was to father a
Muslim nation and go down as the greatest muslim in the pages of the
history of that nation.

Congress was responsible for its present plight. The main
drawback of the party was that it lacked professionalism. Gandhi Ji
was running the party like a family affair. Subhash did not know how to
avoid an avoidable jail term. He was also rash and non-conformist.
There were clear fault lines between rightists, leftists and socialists.
Gandhi Ji always kept his cards close to his chest and rarely called
members for mutual discussions. Nobody was worried about the
widening gap between Hindus and Muslims except Gandhi Ji. Gandhi
Jidevoted most of his time in answering letters, meeting people and
always thinking of his construction program. Though the Construction
program was very important but it could not take precedence over
freedom movement. Congress party did not send permanent unofficial
ambassadors in England, America and Russia to sway public and
media opinion in its own favour. Moreover, there was no long term
planning for the future. Senior leaders always put the ball in the court
of Gandhi Ji. His spritual ascendancy always had the intellectual blind
spots. Strategic planning was totally missing as Gandhi Ji always
squarely believed in his instincts. Saints are always square pegs in
the round holes politics. Muslims were feeling alienated because
Congress was ruling in 8 provinces and it took little care to induct
nationalist Muslims in various slots. Muslim representation was very
little in the ministerial slots. Of course, the two dominant Muslim
provinces(Bengal and Punjab) were having Muslim Premiers. But
neither Gandhi Ji nor the top brass sat together to develop a strategy
to belittle Jinnha. Gandhi Ji deliberately did not allow to have a coalition
government in Bengal with Krishak Praja Party. It did not seek the help
of Sir Chhotu Ram to win over Unionist party to counter the influence
of Jinnha in Panjab. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan attended Lahore
conference of Muslim League and declared Jinnha his leader. But
Sikander died in 1942 and Khijjar Hyat Khan became the new premier.
He always kept Jinnha at an arms length. NWFP was governed by
Khan brothers who were devout Congressmen. So it was easy to
encircle Jinnha by having rapport with other powerful Muslim leaders.
But Gandhi Ji spent lot of time and energy in wooing Jinnha who cared
a fig for him. Being a brilliant lawyer, he was fighting the case for an
independent Pakistan with step by step approach on the pattern of a
legal battle in a court. On the other hand, Congress was not focussed
on any issue. It could not even win over Dalit leaders. It did not
counter the propaganda of Jinnha calling Congress a Hindu
organisation and governance in 8 provinces was nothing but Hindu
Raj with full facts and figures. Congress was now facing four powerful
opponents at a time |.e. Jinnha, Government, Ambedkar and Hindu
Mahasabha. Jinnha had none. After the resignation of 8 provincial
ministries, Congress had become powerless and was standing at the
crossroads. Subhas was holding mammoth rallies and was criticising
Congress and Gandhi Ji openly for its lukewarm approach towards
freedom movement. He was addressing a rally of two lac people at
Marina beach in Madras on 3rd September 1939 when somebody
told him that the Viceroy had declared war against Germany on behalf
of India. Gandhi Ji was solely responsible for creating serious fault
lines in Congress in Bengal. In fact, Congress did not have a thinking
and focussed leader like Jinnha. Subhash was the only orator with

Congress. He too had been expelled from the party. So the entire
freedom movement had been going wayward during the Gandhi era.
Initially there was unnecessary fight between no changers and
Swarajists. Now it was amongst rightists, leftists and socialists.

Congress held its annual session at Ramgarh under the
presidentship of Dr.Kalam Azad in March 1940. Subhash also held his
conference near the same place. So two conferences at the same
place and at the same time sent wrong signals to the masses. Jinnha
held his massive conference in Lahore in the same month. It was
attended by 60000 Muslims. Jinnha harped on multi nation theory
when he said that Indian was not a nation but a continent composed of
multiple nationalities and Hindus and Muslims were two separate
identities and yoking them under one nation will destroy the very
fabric of governance. So he asked Fazlul Haq to move the resolution
for demanding two separate sovereign states where Muslims were in
majority in geographical contiguous units both in western and eastern
sides of India. He did not use the word 'nation’. At present it meant that
India should be politically structured like United Kingdom composed of
three autonomous states like Scotland, Ireland and England. But Jinnha
was not to rest content at this position. His next step on the ladder was
formation of an independent country. Somebody from England had
coined the name proposed Country as Pakistan. So people started
calling Lahore resolution as Pakistan resolution.

Churchill became Prime Minister of England on 10th July. By
that time, Hitler had captured Denmark, Norway, Holland, Luxumberg
and Belgium. France was about to fall. Now Churchill was feeling
alone to fight against Germany. But he had nerves of steel. Zetland
resigned as Secretary of State and was replaced by Leo Amery.

With the arrival of Churchill, there was absolutely no chance of
getting any concession from the Raj. He had even opposed the holding
of Round Table Conferences in 1930 and 1931. He did his best to
stall the passage of 1935 Act.(read details in Annexure 1) Now he
made it clear to Leo Amery and others that retaining control over India
was as important as defeating Hitler. He further told that Great Britain
would no longer remain Great Britain if India went out of her hands.
And India, 'The Crown Jewel' of empire had become the embossed
seal of British greatness. Leo Amery had great differences with Churchill
over Indian affair. He had felt that Churchill had gone insane so far as
dealing India was concerned. Secondly, he had believed that any
suggestion of self government to African and Asian colonies created a
fearful complexin the mind of Churchill. So Churchill was both imperialist
and racist. In July, Amery suggested Linlithgow to declare some
concessions to meet the demands of Congress halfway on 1st
September 1940. Churchill was furious with both Amery and Linlithgow
when he got wind of this movement. So Gandhi Ji and Congress was
required to change the strategy completely if it had to see any chance
to beat Churchill at his own game. There was one thing common in
Churchill and Gandhi Ji. Churchill had will power to defeat Hitler.
Gandhi Ji had full faith in Satyagraha to defeat Churchill.

France was lost by 30th June. Only English Channel separated
German forces and England. Hitler was still thinking to attack England
by shipping its army to the other end of the Channel. Then the Chief of
German Air force told Hitler that he would be able to doom England in
two months by air raid bombing which he could not. So the plan to
attack England by sea was aborted. That decision saved England.
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There were other options to defeat England which Hitler did not try.
There was also a belief that Hitler did not want to defeat England
because he felt that Germans and Britishers belonged to the same
teutonic race.

Therefore finding England being pushed to the wall, Raja Ji
suggested to the CWC that another feeler should be sent to England
for extending co-operation in exchange of full Dominion Status during
the war and complete independence after the war. Subhash and
Jaiparkash Narain opposed this move from jail and advocated for
mass Civil Disobedience movement. (Subhash was arrested on 7th
July 1940 in Calcutta before launching a movement to remove the bust
of Howell.) Gandhi Ji opposed the move on the ground of his earlier
principle of non- violence. He still believed in the dictum" Nothing is
stronger than an idea when its time comes." He still felt that time for a
mass movement had not arrived. CWC did not agree with Gandhi Ji
and approved the idea of Raja Ji. The issue was put before AICC in its
meeting on 27th July in Poona. AICC too endorsed the proposal.
Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan resigned from the Congress as he endorsed
the reasoning of Gandhi Ji.

Poona offer was wired to England. The reply came quickly on
8th August through a Viceregal statement. It said," Provided the Raj,
the Congress, the Muslim League and the Princes reached an
agreement, some politicians would be included in the expanded
Viceroy's Executive Council in which Viceroy will retain his veto power.
At the end of the war, a body will be set up, with least possible delay,
to devise the framework of a new Constitution. Ashocked Raja Ji had
to eat his humble pie. Sardar Patel took the vow never to ignore the
advice of Gandhi Jiin future.

All the Congress leaders have been behaving like novices.
British Government (both Tory and Labour) had been steadily
maintaining that it was the moral duty of England to take paternalistic
care of India as well and they would settle minority question first and
everything later. Gandhi Ji wanted independence first and all other
questions to be settled among themselves later. British M.P.s did not
see Gandhi Ji more than an astute politician. Secondly , the last
milestone in British thinking was granting full Dominion Status to India in
stages. How many steps were needed ro be climbed was not yet
ascertained and granting independence was a very far cry. It only
had to be snatched. Could mass Civil Disobedience attain it under the
given circumstances when Princes, Muslim League and Dalitleaders
were on the other side and goverment clamping the 1932 like crack
down. Congress did not plan its strategy accordingly in view of aforesaid
reality and was still living under some illusions.

Now Congress leaders called upon Gandhi Ji to guide them to
save their skins. Gandhi Ji suggested to launch limited Civil Disobedience
so that Congress remained floating in the imagination of people and
the government was not greatly embarrassed to provoke to impose
crack down. It was called Individual Civil Disobedience or ICD. It was
launched in October 1940 under the leadership of Acharya Vinoba
Bhave. Gandhi Jiwas advised not to take part so that he remained in
touch with situation outside jail and take appropriate steps. About 15000
Satyagrahis took part in this movement and were put behind bars and
sentenced to varying durations.

After the arrest of Vinoba Ji, Jawaharlal was arrested on 31st
October. He was charged with sedition and sentenced to four years of

imprisonment. A stream of people continued till summer months in the
nextyear. All the Satyagrahis were sentenced with imprisonment varying
between 9 and 15 months. Sardar Patel was released in August 1941
because of some serious health problems. Raja Ji was released in
October. During the jail, Raja Ji received a message from Sikander
Hyat Khan for a joint Congress-League move. But the Viceroy
pressurised Hyat Khan to abandon the effort. All the ICD prisoners
were released on 4th December 1941.Nehru too was released after
undergoing spending a period of 13 months. Most Satyagrahis had
completed their period of imprisonment.So Nehru could not kept alone
in jail.So he too was released along with others.

Luck smiled on Churchill twice after May 1941. Firstly, Hitler
attacked Russia on 21st June and got engaged in a long drawn out
war with Russia that continued for four years and ultimately led to the
nemesis of Hitler, German army and the World War itself. When Churchill
heard of this news, he sighed with a great relief and remarked," Now
Hitler cannot attack England." Luck smiled again when Japan attacked
Pearl Harbour on 7th December 1941. Churchill again sighed with
great relief and remarked, Now we will win because America has
entered the war." America had stopped all the exports to Japan including
oil. Japan decided to attack other colonial states in Asia to get a foot
hold on oil and other mineral resources. These countries namely,
Hongkong, Philipines, Siam, Indochina, Malaya , Singapore, Burma
were under the subjugation of France, Holland and England. Since
France and Holland were under German occupation, they had no
right to keep these countries under their subjugation. So Japan attacked
the big naval base of America at Pearl Harbour to cripple her for future
attacks on Japan for at least six months and damaged many war ships
of America. But these ships were damaged but not destroyed and
were quickly repaired. So Am er ica also declared war against Japan,
Germany and Italy.

Cripps Mission and Quit India Movement.

Churchill's delight at bombing of Pearl Harbour was shortlived.
Three days later on 10th December, Japanese dive bombers and
torpedo planes sank two great battleships 'Repulse' and 'Prince of
Wales' of Royal Navy killing 1000 soldiers. 'Prince of Wales' was of
special significance to Churchill as he had a historical meeting with
President D. Roosevelt on this ship for signing the Charter for Freedom.
When Sir Dudle Pound, First Sea Lord, conveyed this sad news to
Churchill, he was shocked beyond measure. He wrote later," Thank
God, | was alone. In all the war, | never received a more direct
shock.The sinking of these two ships was more earthshaking for Britain
than attack on Pearl Harbour." The Royal Navy's supremacy in the
Pacific had secured an empire that stretched from Hong kong to New
zealand." Now Japan was supreme and we were weak and naked."
Sinking of the two ships on 10th December was stated to be the cause
of Churchill's heart attack on 26th December in America. His physician
Dr. Moran was requested to keep the news of his heart attack secret
till his death. Dr. Moran kept his world till Churchill's death in 1965.

Nowhere the empire was more naked than in Malaya where
Japanese units were landing. On 15 th February 1942, Japanese
forces captured Britain's prized possession : Singapore. More
humiliating than capturing Singapore was the surrender of an army of
85000 men under General Arthur Percival before a small army of
6000 Japanese soldiers. How 6000 Japanese soldiers captured
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Singapore in just one month has not been described adequately in
any book on 2nd World War and remains a mystery for an inquisitive
reader till today. The demoralised soldiers composed the following
quatrain that mocked Churchill's own words in praise of Air Force
piolets.

Never before have so many
been buggered by so few

And neither the few nor the many
Have bugger all idea what to do

Churchill admitted in private that it was the worst disaster of
British arms. One British army officer simply told his men,"Now you
belong to Japanese army." Now Burma was the next to collapse.
Rangoon was captured on 7th March and Burma came under the
Japanese occupation on 27th March. ABurmese politician Ma Baw
was made the Prime Minister. Now Japan was at Indian borders.

Now reputation of Churchill and England was at the lowest
ebb for two reasons. Firstly that militarily, England was supposed to be
a superpower. Butit was now proved that its formation was as brittle as
any army could be. In fact, Churchill was fighting the war with the
armies of other countries and he was only a loquacious bully At the
end of the war, casualties of British soldiers were not much as compared
to others. Secondly, Indians in Asian countries started to flee out of
panic to reach India. Likewise all the families of Britishers working in
these countries like doctors, engineers, teachers etc also started fleeing.
British authorities made all possible arrangements for safe evacuation
of these families but did absolutely nothing to help the Indians. They
had to walk on foot hundreds of miles to reach Imphal or other places
through very thick hilly jungles. So lakhs of people died in the way due
hunger, thrust and malarial diseases. This fact greatly impacted the
psychology of Gandhi Ji. He felt that if Japan attacked India, the Britishers
would flee to Egypt or England and leave Indians to the mercy of
Japanese army. He also opined that Japan would attack India simply
because India was under the British rule otherwise Japan had no
enmity with India. This was the main reason for his launching the Quit
India Movement in August 1942.

The war that looked so far away was now at the Indian border.
Gandhi Ji started sermonising that the onslaught of Japanese would
be born with nonviolent means. Nehru also started making some
impractical observations. The persons who were really concerned
were Chiang-Kai- Sheik, the Chinese head, President Roosevelt,
Lord Attlee and General Claude Auchinleck , Commander of British
forces in Egypt. The question bothering their minds was would Indians
fightif Japan attacked India. They felt that Indians in general already
had sympathies with Germany because of step motherly treatment
given to Congress and practising 'Divide and Rule' policy in naked
form and giving upper hand to Jinnha everywhere. They also felt
cheated when provincial ministries had to resign. So if Japan attacked
India, Indians might rise against Britishers. Chiang -Kai- Sheik visited
India and met Gandhi Jifor four hours without reaching any agreement.
But he could sense that British army in India was unprepared to stop
the Japanese Juggemaut. Also if Japanese came to know about political
dissentions and anti -British sentiment in the minds of most Indians,
then they would be tempted to invade and overrun India soon. He
gave his assessment both to Churchill and Roosevelt. Claude

Auchinleck told Churchill," India is vital to our existence. We could still
hold India without the Middle East but we cannot hold Middle East
without India." Roosevelt was worried that if Burma-China road
remained under Japanese occupation for long, then China would be
doomed. Lord Attlee who was number two in the cabinet, told Cabinet
on 2nd February (before Singapore fell) ," Now is the time for showing
statesmanship. Arenewed effort be made to get the leaders of major
political parties to unite and both Amery and Linlithgow were not the
men of the hour." T.B.Sapru and 12 other liberals that whole of India
would be on England's side if India was given Dominion Status like
Australia followed by formation of a national Government. The editor of
American magazine 'Foreign Affairs ' wrote that India had become the
touchstone of of the Anglo-American alliance. Finally Attlee cut the
Gordian knot when he submitted a memorandum to the Cabinet which
suggested," Asingle representative from the cabinet should be sent to
India with full powers to negotiate a final settlement with all major political
parties.There is a precedent for such action. Lord Durham saved
Canada to the British Empire. We need a man to do in India what
Durham did in Canada in 1838." Any suggestion to Churchill to give
concessions to India was like showing a red rag to a bull. But now
Churchill's hand had gone weak after the fall of Singapore and he was
constrained to agree to the memorandum submitted by Attlee. Churchill
offered to go himself but the doctors dissuaded him to take a long
journey because of unhealthy condition of his heart. Finally Sir Stafford
Cripps, who was Leader of the House of Commons and a Labour
stalwart was chosen for the visit. He was socialist like Nehru and
vegetarian like Gandhi Ji. He had excellent relations with Nehru and
had also met Jinnha in December 1939. .

After having detailed discussions with Churchill, Cripps left
England on 15th March 1942 and reached India on 22nd. He came
witha premeditated proposal, called Cripps Offer, and discussed first
with Gandhi Ji and then with other leaders. The proposal was in five
parts.

l. Full Dominion status to India after the war with a right to secede
from the Commonwealth.

2. Apost war Constituent Assembly to frame the Constitution. The
provincial governments to send their elected members in the
Assembly.

3. A national government composed of leaders of leading political
parties to be formed now to run the administration.

4, Princes would have the right to nominate their representatives
to sitin the Constituent Assembly to decide the future of their
states.

5. Atthe end of the war, every province would have the right to
stay out and become a Dominion of equal status.

Cripps Offer had cofusion, loopholes and loose ends in ample.
However, the Offer suggested that Constituent Assembly would frame
the Constitution within the above guidelines. The points of dispute and
friction are given below.

l The Cripps Offer did not talk of independence. Buta Dominion
staying out of Commonwealth meant independence. Thus a province
could also become an independent country.

2. It is not clear if it was binding on princes to remain in the
federation.
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3. There were 565 states and 565 princes. 50% were tiny states.
Their geographical area was less than 50 square kms. Some states
had areas less than 20 square kms.These states were not economically
viable. These states needed to be merged into bigger states. How
these States would send their representatives to the Constituent
Assembly was not defined.

4, People in the states were living like slaves. Exploitation and
poverty was omnipresent. 90% princes were leading profligate lives.
The proposal did not talk of giving democratic rights to the people of the
states.

5. There was no guideline to indicate the level of devolution of
powers between the Viceroy and the National Government.

6. Itappears that National Government would have control over
provincial India only.

These points finally became the bones of contention during the
meetings of Cripps with Congress leaders and finally led to the failure

of the Cripps Mission.
A el AN A

daifes famms

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB August 94) 26/5'3" B.Tech. from Punjab
University. Working in I. T. Banglore with Rs. 19 lakh package
PA. Father ASI in Chandigarh Police. Avoid Gotras: Sihag,
Lathar, Redhu, Nadde. Cont.: 9417862853

& SM4 Jat Girl 26/5'5" B.Tech. ( C.S.). Working as Senior
Software Developer in Coforge Ltd. Noida with Rs. 10 lakh
package PA. Father working in AFT Chandigarh. Mother home
maker. Brother Army Officer (NDA). Avoid Gotras: Goyat,
Khatkar, Nain. Cont.: 8427737450, 7988624647

¢ SM4 Jat Girl 26/5'4" PGDM in Finance, MBA. Working as
Business Analyst at Gurgaon with Rs. 12 lakh package PA.
Father businessman. Mother home maker. Avoid
Gotras:Sheokand, Khatkar, Punia. Cont.: 9417366183

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB March,92) 29/5'6". Working as Assistant
Manager in Overseas Bank. Father retired Hony. Indian Army
Captain. Avoid Gotras:Gawariya, Sangwan, Sunda.
Cont.: 9646519210.

¢ SM4 Jat Girl 25/5'11". M.A. economics, B.Ed. Employed as
teacher in Satluj Public School Panchkula. Family settled in
Baltana (Pb.) Avoid Gotras: Dalal, Kadyan. Cont.: 8054064580

& SM4 Jat Girl 29/5'4". B.A. from Kurukshetra University. GNM
from Pt. Bhagwat Dayal University Rohtak. Preferred match
from Tri-city. Avoid Gotras: Bankura, Mann, Narwal.
Cont.: 9354839881

& SM4 JatGirl (DOB 07.10.95) 25/5'3" B.Sc, M.Sc, Doing B.Ed
from Punjabi University. Family settled at Mohali. Avoid Gotras:
Tomar, Dhama. Cont.: 9216551398

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 23.01.92) 29/5'4" BBA, MBA from M. D.
University Rohtak. Avoid Gotras: Pawar, Ahlawat, Kadyan.
Cont.: 9990447004

¢ SM4 JatBoy (DOB 01.03.93) 28/6'1", B.A. LLB, LLM. Advocate
in Punjab & Haryana High Court. Father Class- officer (Rtd.)
from Haryana government. Mother M.A. B.E.d house maker.
Brother married & settled in Canada. Family settled in
Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Jhanjharia. Cont.: 9876155702

& SM4 Jat Boy 28/5'10" B.Tech. (CSE) Employed in I.T.
Company, Chandigarh. Avoid Gotras: Dalal, Kadyan. Family
settled in Baltana (Punjab) Cont.: 8054064580

& SM4 JatBoy (DOB 06.08.91) 29/5'6", B. Tech. (ECE) Working
as Senior System Engineer in MNC Chandigarh with Rs. 14

lakh package PA. Father retired from Government service.
Own house & plot at Panchkula. Preferred match working in
MNC and urban living family girl. Avoid Gotras: Dahiya, Ruhil,
Cont.: 9467806085, 7206328529

& SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 12.01.96) 25/5'9", Degree in International
Marine Diver. Working as Diver in ONGC with package of Rs.
151akh PA. Father Sub. Inspector in Chandigarh Police, mother
housewife. Single child. Family settled at Chandigarh. Avoid
Gotras: Jhajhria, Bhambu, Mahla, Baloda. Cont.: 9501954042

¢ SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 28.10.91)29/5'10", B.Tech. from PEC
Chandigarh. Working as Software Engineer in Banglore with
package Rs. 13 lakh PA. Family settled in Zirakpur. Avoid
Gotras: Kajla, Gawaria, Siwach, Khiyalia. Cont.: 9041149778

¢ SM4 Jat Boy (DOB March 92) 28/5'9" B.S.c (Computer
Science) from Punjab University. Pursuing MCA. Employed in
Kurukshetra University Kurukshetra as Clerk on regular basis.
Father in private job. Mother housewife. Sister married and
employed in Punjab Government. Family settled in Mohali.
Preferred match in Government job. Avoid Gotras: Jadge,
Budhrain. Cont.: 9056787532.

& SM4 Jat Boy26/6'1"Polytechnic Electric Diploma.Working in
MNC with package of Rs. 4 lakh PA. Mother retired teacher.
Brother, sister well settled. Preferred tall girl in service.Avoid
Gotras: Mor, Malik, Budhwar Cont.: 8295865543

¢ SM4 Jat Boy(DOB 26.05.94) 26/6'4"B.Tech.Mechanical
Degree Auto Cat.Settled in Canada (Toronto). Father in
Haryana Govt. Mother school teacher in Haryana Govt. Avoid
Gotras: Sayan, Punia Cont.: 9416877531, 9417303417

& SM4 Divorcee Jat Boy (DOB11.05.81) 39/5'11"MBA (IT).
Working in HCL Noida as Network Consultant. Preferred Tri-
city/NCR match. Avoid Gotras: Deswal, Dahiya. Cont.:
9466629799, 9255525099

¢ SM4 Jat Boy(DOB17.12.95) 25/6'1" Employed as Nursing
officerin ESIC Hospital, Govt. of India in U.P. with salary of Rs.
82000/- PM. Preferred BDS, BAMS or employed match. Avoid
Gotras: Bhanwala, Mann, Khatkar. Cont.: 9417579207

& SM4 JatBoy (DOB 27.04.89)31/5'10" B.Tech.in Bio-Medical
Engineering. Working in a reputed Master's Medical Company
with package of Rs. 16.5 lacs PA.Father businessman.Mother
housewife. Avoid Gotras: Jatyan, Duhan, Dagar. Cont.:
9818724242
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