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Churchill , Mahatma Gandhi and Act of 1935

Mahatma Gandhi had three powerful political opponents after
1930. They were Winston Churchill, Ambedkar and Jinnha. But Jinnha
had tremendous personal regard for Gandhi Ji and never used unkind
words against him. Their only bone of contention was between divided
and united India. But Churchill and Ambedkar were unsparing in their
criticism of Gandhi Ji and made very pungent remarks against him.
Churchill was more vocal and virtually launched a campaign of calumny
and slander against him. He crossed all limits of human decency in his
diatribe against Gandhi Ji. Gandhi Ji possessed many rare qualities of
human character. One such quality was that he never got frustrated.
Secondly, he neverindulged in tit for tat policy with his rivals and remained
unruffled even in the face of his harshest criticism. At times he smiled at the
observations made by Churchill against him. He totally ignored both
Ambedkar and Churchill and never responded to their criticism even in
writing though he had an insatiable hunger for writing letters.

Churchill's war of words against Viceroy Lord Irvin and Gandhi
Jistarted when Irvin made the famous statement on 31st October 1929

R. N. Malik

that ulimate aim of constitutional developmentin India was to attain Dominion
Status. Irvin had taken a great political risk in making this statement and
Congress and Gandhi Ji unwisely did not make common cause with
Irvin, Prime Minister Mac Donald (heading sympathetic Labour
government ) and equally sympathetic Stanley Baldwin (heading the
Tory party of die-hards) to march on the road leading to Dominion
Status: an Ante--chamber to independence. His old friend Henry Pollock
advised Gandhi Ji not to waste that opportunity as the Labour Government
under Mac Donald was most sympathetic to Indian cause and need of
the hour was to have a step by step approach and if Dominion came,
independence could not remain far behind. But Gandhi Jiwas under
tremendous pressure from rising semi-radical leaders like Jawaharlal
and Subhas Bose to press for Purna Swaraj and did not act on the sane
advice of Pollock. Demand for Purna Swaraj was justified but premature.
Ultimately India got Dominion Status on 15th August and not Independence
in true sense of the word. Sovereign independence was declared on
26th January 1950.
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Soon after the declaration made by Irwin, Churchill wrote an
article in Torry newspaper 'Daily Mail' on 16th November 1929. The
article made a scathing attack on the policy of constitutional development
of India by Labour government in England and Irwin following that
policy in India without any demur. He wrote that granting Dominion
Status to India was nothing less than a crime and gave all the reasons
why perpetuation of British rule in India was essential and advantageous
both for India and England. Part of the article is reproduced below.

"Rescue of India from ages of barbarism, tyranny and interecine
wars and its slow but ceaseless forward march to civilisation constitutes
the finest achievement of our history. Thanks to the British, war has been
banished from India, her frontiers have been defended againstinvasion
from the north; famine has been gripped and controlled, justice has been
administered, equality between race and race and impartiality between
man and man maintained. Scientific education has produced young
scientists, technocrats and doctors to ensure future progress of India. All
this has been achieved by the willing sacrifices of the best of men of
England working in India.

But now this legacy has been threatened by a growing lack of
confidence both in England and in India and the undermining
repercussions of these doubts upon British officials in India. Out of these
doubts has come a plan to hand India over to a Hindu elite with their
veneer of European politics and philosophy so that this continent could
become the helpless victim of their utopian dreams and predatory appetites
and subversive movements (a reference to the campaign of Congress
under Gandhi Ji). Dominion status must never be given to a society that
does not deserve it. Certainly that exalted status is not suitable for a
society that branded sixty million of its inhabitants as untouchables whose
very presence is deemed as pollution and who have been subjected to
fierce racial indignities and for whose welfare we are responsible.
Therefore this criminally devious plan demands the earnest resistance
of the British nation in order to safeguard the life and welfare of people of
Hindustan."

The article sent shockwaves across the Torry party. But Leo
Amery, the contemporary of Churchillin the party, was notimpressed.
Amery's views were in tune with the views of Irvin. Both opined that it
was the time for Empire to modernise itself and accommodate the
nationalist urges of the people of India and ultimately the mission in India
should come down to a lasting bond of common heritage and friendship
between the people of India and England. Amery called Churchill still
living in a period of 25 years before..

The declaration of Irvin on 31st October had not given a timeline
to grant Dominion status to India. Nor it had talked of its status whether it
would be full Dominion status like Canada or Australia or a Dominion
status with Viceroy having some special or veto powers. Division of
powers between the Viceroy and the government was a matter of
negotiations in the proposed Round Table Conference to be held after
the publication of Simon Commission report. Irvin unwisely did not realise
that one year time distance was too far and Congress and other political
parties had become restive to demand for Swaraj. Another folly of Irvin
was notto call an all party meeting to conciliate for the success of RTC.
This initiative was taken up by Congress alone and Irvin did not show
his diplomatic skills to make the Congress initiative a success. Four
persons understood the importance of the 31st October statement. They
were Motilal Nehru, Dr. Ansari, Moderate leader T.B.Sapru and Gandhi

Ji. They held a meeting on 2nd November along with Jawaharlal and
Subhash. They agreed to go along with Irvin provided Congress was
treated as the principal spokesperson to speak for India in the RTC and
agenda of RTC would be to grant full Dominion status to India. Jawaharlal
and Subhas agreed to this proposal after lot of arm twisting by Gandhi Ji
because the new goal already setwas Purna Swaraj and not Dominion
Status. Ameeting was held with Irvin on 22nd December which was also
attended by Jinnha. Irvin could not agree to these two stringent conditions
atthis stage and the meeting ended without achieving anything. Irvin too
did not show adroitness and made no effort to find a middle path.

On the other hand, Irvin's statement of 31st October had created
a furore in whole of England. British Parliament had never talked of
granting Dominion status to India. Even the historic statement of Montague
on 20th August 1917 had not mentioned about Dominion status.
Consequently, on 8th November, Tory M.P.s were at their feet to question
the authority of Irvin to make that declaration in the Parliament. Churchill
arrived from America on 5th November. He was already in a foul mood
as he had lost lot of his savings due to Great Crash in the Wall Streetin
New York. He was cut to the quick when he heard of the Irwin declaration.
He arrived in the Parliament in a very combative mood. According to
one observer, he was demented with fury. Both Baldwin and Mac Donald
had to strain themselves to defend Irvin in the Parliament. That is why
Irvin had told Gandhi Ji that he had taken a great political risk in making
the 31st October declaration. Gandhi Ji should have realised the
discomfiture of Irvin and the Prime Minister. The problem with Congress
were two. Firstly it did not have a clear headed and sagacious leader
like Lokmanya Tilak. Gandhi Ji excelled in other attributes but was a
poor politician and a manager because of his sainthood. Secondly,
Gandhi Ji and Congress did not possess a synoptic view of the entire
situation and did not know what view was being taken in England and
the Parliament about the Indian question. What ultimately mattered was
British Parliament and obviously it could not be bypassed. Viceroy was
only an Ambassador of that Parliament.

Congress annual session was held on the banks of river Ravi
near Lahore where it was declared that not Dominion status but Purna
Swaraj was the ultimate aim of Congress. No timeline to attain Purna
Swaraj was set at the session and the issue was left open ended. The
issue on how to snatch the Purna Swaraj from powerful British Empire
was discussed slightly. Only Subhas, Sardar Patel and Dr. Ansari gave
their views. Neither Motilal Nehru nor his son-- the President of the party
made any suggestion. Finally Gandhi Ji of his own launched the Salt
Satyagraha on 12th March 1930. It was no substitute for Satyagraha for
attaining Purna Swaraj. All the leaders along with 90000 Congress
workers went to jail. Most of them were bread earners for their families.
Irvin released Gandhi Ji and other members of Congress Working
Committee (CWC) on 26 th January 1931. On 23rd January, Subhash
was sentenced to one year imprisonment on the charge of taking outa
procession on the occasion of death of Jatin Das in August 1930. Talks
were held between the Viceroy and Gandhi Ji for 17 days between 17
th February to 5 th March 1931 to stich the Gandhi -Irvin pact. Being a
proven poor negotiator, Gandhi Ji got nothing from the pact except that
Satyagrahis were released, unsold confiscated lands to be released,
residents of coastal villages allowed to manufacture salt from the sea and
Gandhi Jito attend the 2nd RTC to be held after six months. Gandhi Ji
was thoroughly outfoxed by Irvin through the art of flattery. All the members
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of CWC were disappointed beyond measure when they read the pact
asit spelt a total come down from the original stand of the Congress. But
they could not revolt against the Bapu and passed a resolution of total
agreement with the pact.

Churchill was not sitting idle during this period. His friend Harold
Nicholson found Churchill a thoroughly dispirited man and started feeling
asifhe had lost his old fire power of an enfant terrible. This happened in
January 1930. But as the news of Salt Satyagraha started reaching
England, Churchill started recovering his old power of clashing with his
opponents. Like Curzon, he was very possessive of India and knew
thatindependence of India would mean a great economic loss to Britain.
He thought that a sustained campaign against granting Dominion status
to India would rehabilitate him politically and to break even with the party
head Stanley Baldwin and finally to take his seat. So anti-India campaign
became his pet theme for next five years and he fought very fiercely
against his own party members on this issue.

In September 1930, Irvin sent Sapru, Jayakar and Motilal Nehru
(from Lucknow jail ) to bring around Gandhi Ji to start negotiations with
the Viceroy. Gandhi Ji disagreed. Finally he was released in January
1931 and negotiations were held in February next year. When Churchill
heard about this negotiation process, he flew into paroxysms of rage. He
accused Irvin ," You have allowed this malevolent fanatic to hold
consultations with fellow conspirators and emissaries of the
government.You are sending wrong signals as if government is clearing
out of India. You are now fighting only a rearguard action. Turmoil and
violence will be the natural outcome." Simon Commission gave its report
in July 1930. It made two proposal. Firstly provincial governments would
have full powers to run the provincial administration. The central
government too would be run by Indians under a strong Viceroy with
complete control over departments of Defence and Police. Irwin was
annoyed because the term 'Dominion status ' was not used in the report
and had recommended only diarchy at the central level. Consequently
Irvin announced the dates of RTC and did not call Sir John Simon as an
invitee. Churchill and his die hard friends like Llyod George (not the
Prime Minister of England during Ist World War) termed this whole
process as 'Give Away India'. Churchill remarked," Now Irvin and his
Socialist allies are about to use this so-called RTC to hand India over to
a clique of politically minded and highly educated Hindus who would
reduce India to the deepest depths of Oriental tyranny and despotism.”
Such statements of Churchill sent alarm bells into the party offices. But
most members disliked such pungent statements. George Lane Fox
called these statements as inflammatory and reprehensible.

Those who formed Churchill's team to put spokes in the
constitutional development of India with equal vehemence were John
Simon, Lord Reading (predecessor Viceroy of Irvin in India), press
barrons (Beaverbrook, Rothermere and Lord Burnham), Field Marshal
Sir Claude Jacob and many more army officers. George Llyod said,"
How much British rule has improved the lives of Indians and how
minorities like Muslims and untouchables relied on the British to protect
them from Hindu Brahmin elite. Therefore giving away India will not be
progress but a step backwards towards the old early days of lawlessness
when British arrived and brought law and order and civilisation." Many
Liberal M.Pss feared about India without British authority. Reading accused
Irvin of pursuing a 'Policy of Appeasement'- a policy never tried earlier.
The danger is that after the sacrifices made in many wars in India, we

are throwing away our own conquests and inheritance." Another Army
officer remarked ," We are galloping down in Bombay and elsewhere."

The first Round Table Conference started its proceedings on
11th November 1930 in London. 16 Britishers and 56 Indian delegates
attended the Conference. Gandhi Ji had already boycotted the
Conference. All the minority representatives were vying for their voices
inthe new set up. Finally all the delegates revolved around one proposal
|.e. constitution of All India Federation with statuary safeguards for each
minority group so that dominant groups could not subdue or swallow the
weaker groups. Gandhi Ji called the Conference as Hamlet without the
Prince. He also remarked that Federation scheme was not acceptable
as British power to rule India remained intact and it was not a case of
transfer of power. This way the first RTC did not collapse simply because
Congress did not attend it. The Secretary of State Wedgewood Ben got
the idea of what the Indians largely wanted. Jinnha and Princes also
agreed to the proposal of All India Federation with constitutional
safeguards for minorities. Consequently the British government started
working further to translate the idea of federal government into reality.

On 11 December 1930, India Empire Society of England held its
first major public meeting at Cannon Street. Churchill was the main
speaker. He thundered," From many corners, we are hearing that
opinion on India is advancing with a violent speed. Full Dominion status
with the right to secede from the British Empire is being clamoured from
all sides. But | may tell you that any agreement reached at RTC will not
be binding morally or legally on the Parliament. Only Parliament has the
power to have a final say on the future of India. The British nation as we
believe, has no intention of relinquishing an effective control on Indian
life and her progress. The western educated elites who aspire to bear
no relation to the aspirations of millions of faceless poor, untouchables
and minority groups. As a result, they would be subjected to Hindu
despotism. If British Raj is replaced by Gandhi Raj, then rulers of
princely states will be stripped of their powers and minority groups will
lose their rights. If Lahore Congress were broken where Union Jack
was burntand its leaders deported and Gandhi had been arrested and
tried as soon as he broke the Salt Law, then three- quarters of distress
sweeping India could have been avoided. But weakness at the centre
and defeatist policy of our politics has made Gandhi and Indians believe
that we are leaving India. The truth is that Gandhism and what it stands
for will have to be grappled and crushed sooner than later. There is no
use of trying to satisfy a tiger by giving a cat's meat. Sooner this is
realised the better. The only alternative is that we should accept the the
downfall of British empire." The speech was given a thunderous applause
many times by the audience.

The speech received widespread coverage in the press. Most
readers criticised Churchill for further complicating the Indian issue.
Geoffrey Dawson, editor of London Times, too criticised Churchill for
delivering a speech that exposed him more than Irvin or Gandhi and he
was still living with his old memories of the past. Irwin called the speech
as monstrous. He said, " Practising Churchill's kind of imperialism was
like trying to fly a balloon that won't hold gas. This won't work."

Churchill's outrage shot up very high when he learnt that Gandhi
Jiwas released on 26th January 1931 and Irvin was having parleys
with him after six weeks. He remarked," The tired old man has been
transformed into a human dynamo. Earlier in January, he wrote to his
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son Randolph," Both Reading and Llyod George have signed the
proposal for holding next RTC to discuss Indian Federation scheme but
[ am going to continue to fight that Indian business and defeat 'lrvinism'
once and for all." When Gandhi Ji was released on 26th January,
Churchill rose in the House of Commons and blasted the government for
agreeing to hold another RTC. It was unprecedented that Sovereign
Power which had created modern India was negotiating with Gandhi to
hand over the title deeds of British position in India. Gandhi is again at
large and he will make every Indian believe that British Raj was about to
be replaced by Gandhi Raj. The great liner is sinking in a calm sea."

The Torry M.P.s greatly cheered Churchill at the end of his
speech and they started worrying about the future of England without
India. Speech of Baldwin could not match that of Churchill. But he did not
budge and announced that if Tories came to power in the ensuing
elections then agreements reached in the RTC would be faithfully
implemented. Finding the attitude of Baldwin as defiant, Churchill resigned
from his Business Committee. He addressed another rally of mill workers
at Manchester on 30th January. There again, he thundered," Your
fortunes depend upon India as an outlet for exports. The declared
determination of Gandhi to exclude for ever all foreign goods would
mean the ruin of Manchester and Lancashire. The loss of India will be
final and fatal for Britain but also for India. The future of England and
India will have to be safeguarded against the likes of Gandhi. Heis a
fanatic and an ascetic of the fakir type well known in the East whose
incarnation has made him a martyr under very comfortable conditions
and a national hero without any risk. With his release, he now emerges
on the scene a triumphant victor. A British withdrawal will leave India in
his clutches and in a very short time Gandhi and his friends would
reduce their country to the kind of anarchy in which China finds itself."
Again Churchill's speech reverberated the hall. After receiving ovation
at Manchester, Churchill started believing that party might replace weak
Baldwin with him. Supporters of Baldwin too were complaining about his
uninspiring stand on Indian issue and rising exuberance of Churchill.

Churchill had been telling the press that he was not going to let
India be betrayed without telling England all about it. Frightened Amery
wrote to Baldwin," Winston has chosen his moment and his excuse for
separating from the party very adroitly." More fiery speeches followed at
Tory meetings and his momentum and clout started growing day by day.
He heaped scorn on Irwin striking a private deal with that malignant
subversive fanatic. On 23rd February, Churchill made the notorious but
famous remark about Gandhi Ji.

" |tis alarming and also nauseating to see Mr. Gandhi, a seditious
Middle Temple lawyer now posing as a fakir of a type well known in the
East, striding half naked up the steps of the Viceregal palace, while he is
still organizing and conducting a campaign of civil disobedience, to parley
on equal terms with the representative of the King Emperor. Such
spectacle can only increase the unrestin 'India and the danger to which
white people there are exposed."

Two newspapers-Daily Mail and Evening News were also busy
in building Churchill's image. London Times was on Baldwin's side to
counter Churchillinfluence. Still confidence level of Churchill went very
high. But suddenly luck smiled on Baldwin and Irvin. The Gandhi--Irwin
pact was out on 5th March. It offered nothing to Gandhi Ji and he went
empty handed swallowing his self pride. This pact made all the fears ( of

sell out on India) expounded by Churchill look mere figments of his
imagination or deliberately trumpeted just to belittle Baldwin. Churchill
had said worse things about Gandhi Ji. However Gandhi Ji was amused
when he came to know about all the bunkum and rubbish Churchill had
thrown at the doors of Gandhi Ji.

Finally the showdown between Baldwin and Churchill came on
12th March,1931.The occasion was the debate in House of Commons
on the subject 'Government's policy on India'.The contest between
Churchill and Baldwin was also for the leadership of the Tory party.
Baldwin knew about the pyrotechnic skills of Churchill as a speaker. He
had also confessed," No party is as divided as mine. Sam Hoare is a
timid rabbit....Oliver Stanley has cold feet....It is a party of fools." But
Baldwin was fully prepared. Churchill and his allies had spent their lives
in underestimating Baldwin. He would prove them wrong again.

Churchill gave a long stormy speech raging against the proposed
RTC and the invitation extended to Gandhi. There was nothing new in
his speech in the House of Commons except repetition of old charges
and play of words. Forexample, he said," Thanks to Irwin, Gandhi has
become the symble and Godlike champion of all those forces which are
working for our exclusion from India...Irwin had tried to bargain with
Gandhi when he was still in Yeravada jail. Then he finally released him
unconditionally and opened negotiations with Gandhi as if he were the
victor in some war-like encounter instead of a criminal and a miscreant.
Irvin has converted what should have been Gandhi's ignominious defeat
into a trophy of victory."

Churchill's speech was good but Baldwin's speech was better.
Thomas Jones called it the speech of his life. Baldwin said," The
unchanging East has changed. The world needs to recognise the power
of Indian nationalist sentiment. We have impregnated India ourselves
with western ideas like national liberty and self governance. We are now
reaping the fruit of our own efforts. All India Federation Plan is the best
proposition to ensure self government with India remaining integral part
of Britain. Lord Irvin has made a super human effort to have the Gandhi-
Irvin pact. Churchill had himself said after Jalianwala massacre that our
reign in India should not be based on force but on constructive co-
operation and goodwill. We are doing exactly the same. Gandhi-Irwin
pact s based on that sentiment and Churchill has no basis to be critical of
our policy on India. If members of niggling spirit are in majority in my
party, they can have a new man to lead them. Otherwise they should
help us for smooth advance of constitutional development.”

Churchill spoke after Baldwin but it was too late and the leadership
of Baldwin was now stamped with authority. Churchill said," Granting
Dominion status to India means empowering Brahmin oligarchy that will
grind Muslims and untouchables into dust. It is our duty to protect the
minorties and | shall continue to carry on my fight till end." But members
of almost all parties scoffed at Casandra-like prophecies of Churchill.

The Secretary of State made no effort to give a concrete shape
tothe the All 'India Federation Plan' during the last six months |.e. from
March 5th to 5th September 1931. Gandhi Ji reached England on 12th
September to attend the second RTC. He was given a standing ovation
by thousands of people when he reached Folkestone. There was
hardly a place where he was not given the rising reception during his
85 days of stay in England. Charlie Chapline also came to see him and
this meeting between two greats was no less than a cosmological
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event. But this ovation of Gandhi Ji created no special effect on the
mindset of British M.P.s. They still considered him as an astute crafty
politician of his own type and mind. There was no meeting point between
Gandhi Ji and Samuel Hoare -the Secretary of State for India. Gandhi
Jiwanted Independence first and solution of communal question later.
British government wanted to settle communal question firstand Federal
government later. Gandhi Ji did not deliver a well prepared thundering
speech. People of England and media were expecting a soul steering
speech from the lips of the world renowned great man. But no such
thing came out and all of them were greatly disappointed. The
discussions became Gandhi Ji versus the rest. Gandhi Ji came
thoroughly unprepared to attend the Conference. He started working
on his spinning wheel whenever he got spare time. He talked of
independence and an equal partenership with England. He met Hoare
and Prime Minister MacDonald twice and the four meetings were a flop
show.

The Conference was over on 1st December. Gandhi Ji made it
plain that India would have to strive to win independence by using well
tested weapon of Satyagraha. Hoare also gave a hint that he too should
be ready for arrest. Hoare and Viceroy Willingdon were in constant
touch with each other. Gandhi Ji left England on 5th December after
having a final meeting with Hoare and Prime Minister Mac Donald.
There too he did not talk with them with an open mind to devise a middle
path so that it could be a win-win situation for both sides. To snatch
independence from England through Satyagraha of Gandhian type and
without the support of Muslims, Dalits and Princes was well nighimpossible
atthat stage and British government knew it. What he was being offered
now was without any risk taking and almost free.

Proceedings of the RTC were discussed in the Parliament on
3rd December. Churchill again thundered in the House of Commons for
90 minutes with his old cliches against Irwin and Gandhi Ji. He said that
Parliament was not bound by the decisions arrived at the RTC." The
concessions given to Indians everytime have made India more unstable
and ungovernable. The proposal to make India a United States of India
without the plans of amalgamating the princely States with the provinces
and protecting the minorities will lead to chaos. Also by letting India
away, you will be simply undermining the great historical position of
England in the East." The thundering speech of Churchill had little impact
on M.P.s. Once again Baldwin prevailed and Churchill's attempt to
amend the resolution got only 46 votes. Llyod George met the same fate
inthe House of Lords.

Gandhi Ji reached Bombay on 28th December. India was again
having turbulence in different parts. Hoare had asked the Viceroy to be
tough with Gandhi Ji. Gandhi Ji wrote to the Viceroy that Congress
would not tolerate political terrorism. Making this letter as the base, Viceroy
ordered the arrest of all the Congress leaders. Congress party was
declared as a banned organisation. India became as calm as the sea
after three months of the crackdown. Churchill praised Willingdon for his
courageous act. Hoare had realised that two powerful persons were the
roadblocks to his scheme of Federal India |.e. Gandhi and Churchill.
Now one had been tamed and another remained to be tamed. Now
Hoare planned to draft a full fledged Indian Act of federal structure. It
consisted of three steps.

1. Granting full autonomy to provincial governments.

2. Aformula will be worked out to calculate the number of seats to
be reserved for different minority groups and provide separate electorates
for Dalits. So all groups will be happy to get constitutional safeguards and
agree for the Federation Plan.

3. Princes will be allowed to send their nominated representatives
in the Central government in proportion to their population l.e. 33%. The
Viceroy will be invested with reserve powers to run the departments of
Defense, Police and Foreign Affairs. Thus India will remain an integral
part of Britain.

With these provisions in view, Hoare thought, India would be
given to Indians for self governance and they would largely accept the
new Act without any demur and Churchill too would be silenced.
Consequently, Hoare started drafting the new Actand carrying its journey
through difficult and narrow parliamentary channels.

With Gandhi Jiin jail, Churchill had to concentrate his attack on
Baldwin only. Irwin too went out of picture as Gandhi-Irwin pact was no
longer the issue. Baldwin and Hoare too had to face only Churchill. So
a direct fight was in the offing. The first round of fight was over. The
second round started in October 1932 when Conservative Party
Conference was held at Blackpool. Churchill could not come as he had
an attack of paratyphoid at his home in Chartwell. So it was Lloyd
George who led the opening salvo against the government's Indian
policy with a resounding speech that drew a prolonged and enthusiastic
applause. It appeared as if the entire party was on his side.Then came
the turn of Hoare. He and another young member Rechard Butler
produced an equally powerful counter blast in their respective speeches.
Now all the members were convinced that Baldwin and Hoare were
fully determined to carry forward their agenda to the logical end. The
members did not want to create a wide rift in the party on this issue.
Hoare also gave a hint that if the Bill was turned down at this stage then
Labour government in future would come up with a far bigger give away
plan down the road.

Politics is not always the art of the possible. Itis sometimes the art
of choosing between the distasteful and the disastrous. Consequently,
the party backed Baldwin and the government and Churchill saw the
handwriting on the wall.

As the year 1933 came and went, an alarmed Churchill worried
that 'creeping Irvinism' had rotted the soul of the Tory party. He knew that
Baldwin and Hoare had mobilised the entire party machinery to support
the India bill. He exclaimed,"Still itis our duty to fight with every scrap of
strength.”

The House first debated a motion to limit Indian government
reform to the provinces only and Churchill could muster only 42 votes in
his support. National Union of Conservative Associations held its meeting
in February 1932. Churchill again delivered one of his best speeches.
But Diehards lost again by 25 votes. In March 1933, the government
issued the White Paper recommending that a Joint Select Committee
draw up an Indian constitution. Churchill again launched a tirade attacking
the idea of self government in India and its timing. He said," Where is the
need to rush through this legislation when Gandhiis in jail and India is at
peace. You cannot desert and abandon the toiling faceless millions.
They are as much our children as any children can be. Itis impossible
that you should hand them over to the oppressor and to the spoiler and
disinterest yourself in their future." But that was what the House of
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Commons did. At the end of three days debate, the vote was in favour of
recommendation by 475 to 42. Churchill commented,” | shall fight this
business to the end. Adisappointment only makes me fight harder."

On June 28, he carried his fight to the Conservative Central
Council which had been called upon to pass a resolution approving
the coming Indian bill. Churchill told the delegates,"Surrender on India
meant surrender everywhere. The way we handle this question here
will have far reaching repercussions on all our possessions
elsewhere." The final vote was 838 yes and 316 no. Churchill's
opposition was slipping away fast but he won't leave his dogged and
dogmatic fight. Fortunately, he and Lloyd George refused to serve in
the Joint Select Committee to draw up the bill. Lord Linlithgow, the next
Viceroy of India, was the Chairman of the Committee. Every member
of the party felt that wild criticism had become the second nature of both
Churchill and Lioyd George. Hoare commented," Churchill wants to
govern India like Mussolini rules Africa." Churchill had brought self-
government in South Africa and Ireland and so why not in India.
Churchill replied ," India is unsuited to democracy because of its cultural
backwardness and widespread illiteracy." But many suspected that
real reason for his resistance was racial as he had once said that it
was never possible to make concessions to Orientals.

Mirabehn ( Madeleine Slade) met Churchill in September 1933.
Churchill told her that proposed India bill neither pleases us nor you.
It falls between two stools as it is not backed by people of India for
whom it is meant .( This is what Gandhi Ji said once.). A kind of
fellowship of Hindus, Muslims and Christians with a strong Centre to
hold it together would have been the right choice." Churchill also
spoke some kind words about Gandhi Ji.

Drafting of Bill by Joint Select Committee took 18 months. In
January 1935, the government introduced its Government of India Bill.
It was tremendously long -longest Bill Parliament would ever pass.
Overthe next six months, it would be subjected to countless amendments
and many hours of tedious debate. Butit's basic structure never altered.
The Bill had three basic features.

1. The Bill provided India the Dominion status through an All
India Federation that excluded Burma but included princely States.
One third members of Federal Legislature would be nominated
representatives of the ruling princes and remaining members would
be elected representatives of provincial India. ABritish Viceroy would
remain with certain 'reserve powers' at the centre such as over the
army and the police. He would also be able to raise taxes to finance
them. But otherwise India would be governed by Indians themselves.
The Bill signalled the end of the Raj and the begining of the self-
governing Dominion of 'India.

2. The Bill set up an entirely autonomous provincial administration
and governance for Provincial India. Almost a sixth of population was
allowed to vote its representatives in the provincial Assemblies. For
the first time in India, Indians would become the Premiers (presently
Chief Ministers) to rule the provinces with their choicest members in
the Cabinet. The Governor-General would have only a perfunctory
role.

3. Aformula was worked out to provide reservation of seats for
various minority groups.

For five long years, Churchill and his allies had fought a
delaying action against the Bill. Churchill denounced the Bill in a radio
speech," Itis a monstrous Bill erected by pigmies and its passage will
be a catastrophe that will shake the world."

The Bill faced its second reading on 6th February. The
House's impatience to finish with the business and anger at Churchill for
his delaying it became palpable. Opening speech of Hoare was scathing
in its denunciation of Churchill's tactics. On 11 February, Churchill made
one last speech to try to halt the end of an epoch. He declared," We are
now at the fag end of these long debates on India. How shall we come
out? No one can tell." He continued with his usual dark prophecies.
Voting was done. Churchill received 133 votes ( including 84 Tories and
49 naysayer radical Labourites who felt that reforms did not go far)
against 404 in favour of the Bill. The passage of the Bill was now a
certainty. On 21st, an amendment by Churchill was also defeated
overwhelmingly by 308 to 50. Churchill commented," One of the most
melancholy, one of the most perverse, one of the unnecessary chapters
in whole history of British people to become law." The third and final
reading came on 4th June. The government secured 264 votes against
122. Churchill again became the prophet of gloom when he said," |
hope the Bill will not sound the death knell of Brtish Empire in the East."

At the end Churchill expressed his desire to forget and
forgive the bitterness of the preceding few years. He wished well for
everybody except Hoare. He kept him at a distance during his prime
ministership after 1940. He invited G.D.Birla for lunch at his home and
praised Gandhi Ji for his social projects and his untiring work against
the scrouge of untouchability. At the end of the lunch, Churchill said,"
Tell Mr. Gandhi to use the powers under the Act and make the new Act
a success. He was sorry that he did not meet him when he was in
England. | should like to meet him now. [ will love to go to India before
| die." But after the passage of the Bill, Churchill became a perfect back
bencher in the Tory party till his fortunes were revived in 1940 after
the tragic failure of Peace Treaty of Neville Chamberlain in 1939.

Elections were held in February 1937 under the 1935 Act
and Congress secured absolute majority in U.P., Central Province,
Orrisa, Maharashtra, Madras and North-West -Frontier-Province.
Unionist Party came to power in Punjab. Sir Sikander Hyat Khan was
elected as the Premier of Panjab. Ch. Chhoturam became the Minister in
his cabinet. G.B.Pant became the Premier of U.P. Vijay Lakshmi Pandit
became one of the Ministers in his cabinet. Coalition ministries were
formed in Bengal and Assam. Rivalry between Churchill and Gandhi Ji
continued again during the spell of 1940 to 1945 but at a reduced scale.

Had Gandhi Ji and Congress co-operated with Irvin right
from November 1929, the Bill would have become the Act much early
and Gandhi Ji and Congress workers been saved from the drudgery
of living in jails for four long years. Demand for independence could
be taken up after successful operation of the Act for few years. However
Provincial governments under Congress Premiers did wonderful work
for two years. The governance completely matched the concept of
Ram Rajya. But start of 2nd World War on 1st September 1939 wholly
upset the apple cart. Congress also unwisely rejected the Federal part
of the Act largely due to the whims of Jawaharlal and Subhas. In fact,
the co-operation with Hoare could have brought a more favourable
draft of the 1935 Act. This is the unheard story of the passage of the
1935 Act that allowed Indian leaders to rule the provinces much before
15th August 1947.
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& SM4 Jat Girl 25/5'2" BDS from Mulana (Ambala). Father DSP in
Haryana Police. Preferred match Doctor, in Govt. Job, Land lord.
Avoid Gotras: Jaglan, Kadyan, Malik. Cont.: 9416116492

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 04.12.90) 30/5'2" MCA. Working in MNC
Mohali. Avoid Gotras: Gulia, Malhan, Dalal. Cont.: 9780385939

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB June, 87) 23/5'2" B. Tech. (CSC). Working as
Delivery Manager (Software Developer) in Chandigarh based
Company with package Rs. 18 lakh PA. Father retired, mother
housewife. Avoid Gotras: Jaglan, Gahlan, Kadyan. Cont.:
7837113731

& SM4 Jat Girl 29/5'7" MDS Doctor. Preferred match form Tri-city.
Avoid Gotras: Narwal, Mor, Kadyan. Cont.: 8556074464

& SM4 Jat Girl 26/5'4" M. Tech (ECE) Pursuing PhD from
Chandigarh. Preferred match form Tri-city. Avoid Gotras: Narwal,
Mor, Kadyan. Cont.: 8556074464

& SM4 Divorced Jat Girl (DOB 20.02.85) 36/5'4" B.Sc, BEd, MSc
Match. Employed as teacher on contract in Kendriya Vidyalaya.
Avoid Gotras: Gill, Rathi, Goyat. Cont.: 9417216868

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 25.04.93) 27/5'4" MSc Nursing. Employed in
Kailash Nurshing College Chandimandir. Avoid Gotras: Pilania,
Malik, Singroha. Cont.: 9896813684

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 16.01.95) 26/5'1" B.Sc. (Hons.) Math, MSc
Math, B.Ed, CTET (paper-2) qualified. Avoid Gotras: Redhu,
Rana, Tanwar. Cont.: 8802421721, 9417840201

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 25.01.90) 30/5'8" B.A. MCM Chandigarh,
MSW from K. U. Working as Medical Social Welfare Officer, U. T.
Chandigarh. Father Govt. Contractor, mother housewife. Avoid
Gotras: Jakhar, Sangwan, Dhankhar, Neel. Cont.: 9215349999

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 31.10.95) 25/5'3" BDS from P.U.
Chandigarh.Pursuing MPH from Kerala.Father school teacher
and mother headmistress.Required Army officer, Doctor or Civil
Service Officer. Avoid Gotras: Nain, Dimara, Mehla. Cont.:
9416773199, 7404764580

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB19.10.86) 34/5'5" MSc (Geography), M.Phil,
PhD, NET & JRF qualified. Father retired from gazetted post in
Haryana Govt. Avoid Gotras: Panghal, Dalal, Sangwan.Cont.:
9646404899

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 88) MA (Economics), PhD (Economics), NET
& IELTS cleared. Employed in Chandigarh as Assistant Professor
on contract basis. Father class-Il officer from Haryana Govt. Brother
settled in USA. Avoid Gotras:Dahiya, Sehrawat, Jatrana. Cont.:
9988224040
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SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 15.03.89) 31/5'5" Employed in Indian Overseas
Bank as P.O. Avoid Gotras:Gawariya, Sangwan, Sunda. Cont.:
9646519210

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 09.11.94) 26/5'4" M.Sc Math, BEd from P. U.
Avoid Gotras:Kaliraman, Pawar, Jani. Cont.: 9416083928

SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 11.08.88) 32/5'6" MBA, LLM. Avoid
Gotras:Hooda, Phaugat, Jatan. Cont.: 9896871134

SM4 Jat Boy 25/5'7", B.A. Doing MBA. Working in reputed MNC
at Gurgaon. Father in Chandigarh Police, mother housewife. Avoid
Gotras: Antil, Dahiya, Dabas. Cont.: 8146081111

SM4 Jat Boy 27/5'9", B.A. Working as Assistant in Haryana Govt.
at Chandigarh. Family settled in Panchkula with own house. Avoid
Gotras: Gahlyan, Antil, Sehrawat. Cont.: 8168563692

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 09.02. 94)27/5'8", B.A. Serving in Indian
Army. Father Rtd. Class-l officer form Haryana Govt. Own house
at Nayagaon (Mohali) and Bhiwani. Avoid Gotras: Sheoran,
Sangwan, Punia. Cont.: 9988603681, 9988359360

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 24.11.94)26/5'11", B.Tech. in Computer
Science, two year study in Canada. Job in Canada with PR.
Father and mother in Govt. job at Panchkula. Avoid Gotras: Siwach,
Malik, Bazad. Cont.: 9463188807.

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 28.10.91)29/5'10", B.Tech. from PEC
Chandigarh. Working as Software Engineer in Banglore with
package Rs. 13 lakh PA. Family settled in Zirakpur. Avoid Gotras:
Kajla, Gawaria, Siwach, Khiyalia. Cont.: 9041149778

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 20.10.90)30/5'8", B. Tech.. Employed in IT
company. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Khatkar. Cont.: 9463491567
SM4 Jat Boy 33/6'2"Advocate, Practicing in Delhi. Father retired
as Additional Secretary from Govt. of India. Mother retired school
lecturer from Haryana Govt. Elder brother working in India
Overseas Bank. Preferred girl in service.Avoid Gotras: Ahlawat,
Malik,Sangwan. Cont.: 9023187793

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 20.04.91) 29/5'8"B.Tech.Computer
Science.Working in Sparrow GG Solutions OPC Itd. With Rs. 6
lakh package PA. Avoid Gotras: Kadyan, Ahlawat, Dagar.Cont.:
9876855880

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 04.09.87) 33/5'10"B.Tech.ECE.Working as
Junior Data Scientist in US based Research Lab at Noida. Father
retired Headmaster from Delhi Govt. Avoid Gotras: Antil, Gehlot,
Shokeen.Cont.: 9312063389

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 20.03.88) 32/5'11"Graduation in
Photography.Only son.Own house in Urban Estate Panchkula.
Father retired from gazetted post in Haryana Govt. Avoid Gotras:
Panghal, Dalal, Sangwan.Cont.: 9646404899

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB March 92) 28/5'9" B.S.c (Computer Science)
from Punjab University. Pursuing MCA. Employed in Kurukshetra
University Kurukshetra as Clerk on regular basis. Father in private
job. Mother housewife. Sister married and employed in Punjab
Government. Family settled in Mohali. Preferred match in
Government job. Avoid Gotras: Jadge, Budhrain. Cont.:
9056787532.

SM4 Jat Boy26/6'1"Polytechnic Electric Diploma.Working in MNC
with package of Rs. 4 lakh PA. Mother retired teacher. Brother,
sister well settled. Preferred tall girl in service.Avoid Gotras: Mor,
Malik, Budhwar Cont.: 8295865543

SM4 Jat Boy(DOB 26.05.94) 26/6'4"B.Tech.Mechanical Degree
Auto Cat.Settled in Canada (Toronto). Father in Haryana Govt.
Mother school teacher in Haryana Govt. Avoid Gotras: Sayan,

Punia Cont.: 9416877531, 9417303417

SM4 Divorcee Jat Boy (DOB11.05.81) 39/5'11"MBA (IT). Working
in HCL Noida as Network Consultant. Preferred Tri-city/NCR
match. Avoid Gotras: Deswal, Dahiya. Cont.: 9466629799

SM4 Jat Boy 28/510" MBA (HR).Working in Maruti as Assistant
Manager at Gurgaon. Father and mother both retired as Class-I
Officers from Haryana Govt. Sister married and is class-I officer.
Family settled in Panchkula. Avoid Gotras:Jatrana, Tewetia, Dagar.
Cont.: 9988442438 (Whatsap) E.mail: tstewtia@gmail.com

SM4 Jat Boy(DOB 10.03.90) 30/5'11"B.Sc (HM).Avoid Gotras:
Sangwan, Punia, Sheoran. Cont.: 9888476688

SM4 Jat Boy(DOB 01.01.88) 33/5'9" B. Tech. (Mechanical).
Working in Central Govt. Chandigarh as Assistant Audit Officer in
CAG Haryana cadre and also selected as S.I. in Delhi Police.
Father retired govt. employee. Avoid Gotras: Sheoran, Sangwan,
Punia. Cont.: 9217884178

SM4 Jat Boy(DOB17.12.95) 25/6'1" Employed as Nursing officer
in ESIC Hospital, Govt. of India in U.P. with salary of Rs. 82000/-
PM. Preferred BDS, BAMS or employed match. Avoid Gotras:
Bhanwala, Mann, Khatkar. Cont.: 9417579207

SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 27.04.89)31/5'10" B.Tech.in Bio-Medical
Engineering. Working in a reputed Master's Medical Company
with package of Rs. 16.5 lacs PA. Father businessman.Mother
housewife. Avoid Gotras: Jatyan, Duhan, Dagar. Cont.:
9818724242

SM4 Divorced Jat Boy (DOB 13.09.86)34/5'9" B. Tech. Electrical.
Working in Nipper Centre on contract basis. Avoid Gotras: Gill,
Rathi, Goyat Cont.: 9417216868
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