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SUBHASH CHANDRABOSE-THE
UNFORGETABLE HERO

The golden period of Indian History after the Gupta
period (300 BC) has been the half century between 1900-1950.
This calibration is for two reasons. Firstly, India for the first time
broke the shackles of 14 centuries old slavery in a most orderly
and peaceful manner under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi.
Secondly, India threw up a galaxy of very great leaders (Tilak,
Gandbhiji, Patel, Bose, Prasad, Rajaji, Kriplani, Motilal,
Jawaharlal, Lajpat Rai, Azad, Deshbandhu CR Das, Jaiprakash
efc.), who made supreme sacrifices in their lives and exhibited
impeccable integrity in their conduct. Mahatma Gandhi
provides the solitary example of liberating the people of two
countries (South Africa and India) from foreign subjugation one
after the other in one life time. There were others who too brought
great name and fame to the country by excelling in different
fields. Tagore and Dr Raman won Nobel Prize. Bhagat Singh
and many other kissed the gallows for the sake of liberating the
country. Ramanujam made his name as great mathematician
in England. He died at the young age of 32. Who knows what he
would have explored and achieved had he lived for another 30
years or so. Sardar Patel achieved something astounding when
he ingeniously arranged the merger of 565 states in the body
politic of India. This act was the other half of India’s
independence. But Alas! most of these great men left for heaven
before 1951. Since then, there has been a long famine of such
great people in public life. The unfortunate part is that the lives of
these great men no longer remind and inspire the coming
generations. The Government too makes no effort to make the
biographies of these great men as part of educational curriculum
in the universities.

After Tilak, the baton of freedom struggle was taken up
by Gandhi Ji. The band of young leaders around him was more
or less consisted of little angles on the earth and they effectively
played the role of obedient solders under his guidance. After
1928, the three leaders in the top echelon around Gandhi Ji
were Sardar Patel, Subhash and Jawaharlal. But the trials and
tribulations in the life of Subhash Bose matched almost equal to
those of Gandhi Ji. It is very difficult to say who between the two
(Patel and Subhash) was greater. Patel did the most arduous
job of merging 565 states whereas Subhash formed the
Provisional Government of Azad Hind on October 21, 1943 and
attacked the British Indian Army (BIA) on March 18, 1944 on
Indo-Burmese border. It was most tragic event of Indian history
that Indians were fighting against each other on the Indian border.
Gandhi Ji was lucky to win his battle because Labour Party
came to power in 1945 elections and Churchill, his bete-nair,
became powerless. Subhash was not so lucky at the winning
tape. He engaged the British Indian Army for 3 months at Kohima
and Imphal but early rains in May that year spoiled the whole
show.
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- R.N. Malik

Subhash became passionate about liberating his
country from the Britishers right from the day of his adolescence.
His passing ICS exam with 4™ position in the merit list and
topping the English Essay paper is the big proof of his brilliance.
His resignation from the same ICS within the probationary period
is equally big for his sacrificing nature. ICS in those days was
called heaven-born service and passing this exam was
equivalent to princedom. His escape to Germany on 18"
January, 1941 was as risky as walking barefoot in a snake infested
jungle. He passed through the hell fill he landed in Berlin on
April 2 1941 from Peshawar. His voyage from Germany to
Sumatra (9" February 1943 to 07" May, 1943 — 75 days) in a
submarine was perilous. His commanding the INA, forming
Provisional Govt. of Azad Hind in Singapore and fighting a
grueling battle with British-Indian Army in Kohima and Imphal
for 3 months and the retreat back to Singapore through a 2000
miles hazardous journey with floods is a saga of bravery, undying
spirit, heroism and commitment to the liberation of the country|
from the British yoke.

Subhash came back from England after resigning
the ICS in May, 1921. The Non-Cooperation Movement
launched by Gandhi Ji was at its peak. Subhash adopted CR
Das as his political Guru (Gandhi Ji had adopted Gokhale) and
worked for the success of the movement under his command.
Soon he made his name for delivering inflammatory speeches.
Unfortunately, Gandhi Ji did not have a great orator in his team
throughout the freedom struggle except Abdul Kalam Azad. But
his speeches lacked the punch and sting of Subhash. Subhash
was arrested along with his Guru in December, 1921 and kept
in jail for 8 months. The British Government recognized his
potential to arouse and stir up his countrymen to bring a la
French revolution in India and expel the Britishers from the
Indian shores. Therefore, the Govt. was quick to single him out
for special treatment using the harsh provisions of anti-terrorist
Acts in the Statute and keep him in jail without trial to stifle his
voice. This policy worked well and he was either jailed or interned
during 70% of his stay of 12 years in india between 1921 and
1940.

Subhash got the first taste of this medicine when the
government arrested him on October 25, 1924 (He was CEO o
Calcutta Corporation at that time and used to donate half of his
salary for charity work) on the charge of harboring revolutionary|
activities without any shred of evidence and sent him to Mandalay|
jail on January 25 to 1925 for 30 months without trial. He was
released only when his health deteriorated very much. He was
arrested again on 23 January, 1930 (his 32" birthday) and
imprisoned for one year on the charge of sedition and taking
partin an unlawful procession (In late 1929 he had been elected
President of All- India- Trade- Union Congress).In April he and
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other Congress Leaders in Alipur Central Jail severely beaten
with lathis when they protested against assault on other prisoners
by the guards. Subhash remained unconscious for one
hour.Look at his popularity in Bengal:he was elected the Mayer
of Calcutta corporation from the jail itself. Again January 26,
1931,vain he was leading a peaceful Independence Day
procession, he was brutally attacked by mounted police (they
were Indians) and produced in the court the next day in blood —
soaked clothes. He was charged with rioting and sent to prison
again for three months . He was arrested in 1932 along with
other leaders during the Civil Disobedience movementand kept
in Seoni jail (MP) along with his brother Sarat Chander Bose.
He was kept in a solitary confinement and the roof of the cell
consisted of G.| sheets. The heat during the months of summer
was unbearable. He developed severe pain in his abdomen
and was allowed to go to Europe for treatment at his own
expenses. But the tyrannical govt. did not allow him to see his
parents before his departure and sent him straight to the ship in
an Ambulance for his onward journey in February 1933. He
remained in Europe for 3 years and came back to India in April
1936 and was arrested soon after his arrival and kept in jail for
10 days and then interned in his house for one year in Karseon
near Darjeeling and released in March 1937. There was
bonhomie and ceasefire between the govt. and the Congress
for two years. The fight broke out again in September, 1939
when England declared war against Germany. On July 3, 1940,
Subhash was arrested again under Defense of India Rules on
the charge of sedition. This was the last day Subhash spent as
a free man in India. Looking at his indefinite incarceration in jail,
he went on hunger strike in jail on November 1929 and Congress
tumed its back completely and kept mum at the atrocities and
indignities being inflicted on Subhash — its erstwhile President
for two years. The Government played a ‘cat and mouse’ policy
and interned him in his house on December 5 under strict
government surveillance and intended to arrest him again as
soon as he was fully recovered from the side effects of his seven
days fast in the jail. Subhash got wind of this strategy and finally
escaped to Germany on January 18, 1941 — 3 days before his
44" birthday.

Inspite of these disheartening road blocks, he played
a stellar role in freedom struggle during his stay in India. He
hogged the lime light on the national radar in the Dec. 1928
Session of the Congress at Calcutta. He entered the pandal
along with his volunteers in military uniforms to a rupturous
applause from the delegates. He moved an amendment to fight
for complete independence instead of Dominion Status as
suggested by Motilal Nehru in moving the resolution. Subhash
lost the battle of votes by 877 to 1372. But this incident culminated
in passing the resolution declaring, “The aim of freedom struggle
is to get complete independence” at the December 1929
Session at Lahore. Thereafter, the Congress party started
celebrating 26" January as Independence Day, every year.

His great moment of glory came in 1938 when he was
made the Congress President with the good wishes of Mahatma
Gandhi. Sardar Patel did not relish this decision. Even then he
organized the 51¢ Congress Session at Haripura in Gujarat ata
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grand scale where Subhash was brought in a chariot pulled by
51 bullocks in the Pandal. The Presidential address delivered
by Subhash was equally innovative and brain storming. For the
first time, new issues like commitment to eradicate poverty,
setting-up of Planning Commission, land reforms , rural
indebtedness , initiating the process of democratization in 565
princely states, warning against the policy of the Divide & Rule
by the British Government between the princes and the elected
representatives under the 1935 Act were discussed thread bare

But the year 1939 was an anticlimax of his glory. He
fell out with Congress because Gandhi Ji did not start a mass
movement when the Viceroy Lord Linlithgow totally ignored the
resolution of CWC for assuring independence to India in
exchange of support to war efforts of the British Govt. In fact,
Congress asked its Premiers in 8 states to resign. This is what
Jinnah and the Viceroy wanted. However, Gandhi Ji retrieved
the situation when he launched the Quit India Movement on
August 9, 1942 and delivered his famous Bose like speech
asking the people “DO OR DIE” at Bombay. Jawahar Lal Nehru
and Azad were against this move but fell in line when Gandhi Ji
asked them “You can leave the Congress, if you don't agree with
the proposal’. Sardar Patel supported Gandhi Ji whole heartedly
and the large gathering at Maidan was largely due to his efforts.
Now Gandhi Ji had become a great fan of Bose and called him
“Patriot of Patriots” after he started broadcasting from Germany
through Azad Hind Radio in February, 1942.

The most glorious role of Subhash came in July 1943
when he took over the command of INA (of Indian soldiers who|
surrendered before Japanese Army in Singapore and other,
places numbering 70000) in Singapore, which was in total
disarray till then. All the soldiers and officers were mesmerized,
excited and electrified by his presence and speeches. The
Indians in the Asian countries were equally hypnotized and
sensitized. They donated money and jewelry enthusiastically
for the cause of his struggle . Two Indian millionaire in Rangoon
(Abdul Habib and Smt Betai) donated assets worth Rs 2 crore
earning the decoration of Sewak-i-Hind for the cause of his
struggle. Young boys and girls started joining INA. Anew regiment
of girls (called RANIS) under the name of ‘JHANSI KI RANI' was
formed under Laxmi Swaminathan. Thereafter the slogan of
“Delhi Chalo” rented the air everywhere. Unlike Hitler ,Tojo, the
Prime Minister of Japan was equally impressed with his persona
and assured him of all military and financial support to his
struggle. He also declared that the Indian territory won during
the war would be brought under the control of the INA.

The planning of Subhash was greatly based on the
belief that once INA reached the Indian Border and made an
offensive, the whole nation will rise up against the British
Government and come on the streets (But nothing of this kind
happened at that moment). He shifted his headquarters a
Rangoon and planned the joint strategy with General
Mutagauchi to attack India in March, 1945 from Kohima.
Japanese Army consisted of 84000 soldiers and INA of 12000.
The aim of Japanese Govt. was to retain Burma at any cost and
that of INA to enter India. Meanwhile, Churchill felt greatly relieved
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after the defeat of Germany in Egypt and Russia. Now he
marshaled all his resources to repulse Japanese army back to
the wall. The British Indian army (BIA) consisted of 1.5 lac
solders equipped with latest weaponry together with full air cover
of Air Force. Japanese air support was badly lacking because of
her engagement with America in Pacific Islands in the far east.

The joint offensive started on 18" March, 1945 INA
officers consisted of Mishra Ratura, Kiani, Saugat Malik,
Mahmood Ahmad and Shahnawaz. Initially, the joint forces
fought very bravely and almost overpowered the BIA. The joint
command cut off the Kohima — Imphal road and encircled the
BIA. General Mutagauchi remarked, “I have caught a big fish in
the net.” Subhash was against this move and wanted to leave
this access for the BIA to retreat. Now BIA fought ferociously to
save itself. Bombing and air reinforcement saved the day. The
engagement continued for 3 months. To make matters worse,
early heavy rains started in May. The flood waters now cut off the
logistic lines completely for the Japanese and INA armies.
Reinforcement of any kind became impossible (General
Maneakshaw, then Colonel, noted this observation the hard
way and remembered it till 1971. That is why, he refused point
blank to Mrs. Indira Gandhi to attack East Pakistan in the
summers of 1971. He knew that Indian Army will meet the same
fate as the Japanese and the INA in 1945).In fact, December
1944 was the right time for the offensive.

Civilian uprising against the Govt in India did not take
place at all as envisioned by Subhash. This could be due to
back-breaking famine in Bengal where 30 lac people died.
Secondly, the Govt. put a tight lid on the flow of information to
India from the border. The fact of the matter was that there was
nobody in India to eulogize and back up the efforts of Subhash
and exhort Indians to rise against the Govt. Consequently, INA
and the Japanese army started making retreat in May through a
very hazardous journey of 2000 miles. General Sehgal, Dhillo
and Sahnawaz were taken as prisoners of war. According to
General Salim of BIA, “Had the enemy by-passed Kohima and
taken the Dimapur Rail Head, we would have faced a great
disaster.” He thanked General Kwabe of Japan who committed
this mistake. Overconfidence of Japanese Generals was also
responsible for their complacency. The Japanees army took
only light arms thinking that arms captured at Kohima Imphal
offensive would be sufficient to proceed further.

After reaching Singapore, Subhash regrouped his
army. Strangely every soldier was still in very high spirits and in a
mood to fight against BIA again. Subhash suggested not to
surrender at all and fight to the last drop of blood. But Japan
surrendered on 15" August after the bombing on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. So the Cabinet of Azad Hind Govt. decided that
Subhash should fly to Japan and decide the future course of
action from there as it did not want him to be held as prisoner of
war at any cost . Accordingly, Subhash boarded a Japanese
fighter plane alongwith Col. Habibur Rahman on 15" August for
Tokyo. Before departure,he handed over the command of Azad
Hind Govt. to General Zamin Kyani (probably father of General
Kyani of Pakistan Army, retired recently). He also distributed
sufficient money to the girls of Jhansi Ki Rani Regiment and
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assured their safe returns to their homes.But the future willed
otherwise. The plane crashed at Taipei Airport on 18" August,
1945. The body of Subhash was badly burnt and he died in the
hospital. Strangely, no photograph of that moment is available
in any record till now.

After carrying out a very long struggle, Subhash lost the
battle at the winning tape in Kohima. But the war efforts of INA
bore fruits a little later. The British Govt. ordered the trial of General
Shahnawaz, Gurbuksh Singh Dhillon and Prem Sehgal in Nov.
1945 at the Red Fort, Delhi. Jawahar Lal Nehru and Bhola Bhai
Desai appeared on their behalf. Jinnah offered to argue the
case of Shahnawaz only. Shahnawaz rebuked him and refused
his services point blank. The trial stirred the whole nation. The
nationalist press started narrating the stirring accounts of the
heroism of INA soldiers. Violent protests erupted in Calcutta,
Bombay, Karachi and other cities of India. Great spectacle off
Hindu-Muslim unity was visible again. The court sentenced the
three INA officers to deportation for life in Rangoon. But General
Claude Auchinleck, the Commander-in-Chief of BIA commuted
the sentence and set the officers free fearing a great backlash
upheaval. This incident triggered a chain of events against the
authority of British Govt. like mutiny in Indian Navy. Now the Gowt.
started thinking of packing up from India very soon. The day of|
deliverance came on 15" August 1947 and when Indian flag
was being unfurled on the Red Fort; absence of Subhash Bose
was sorely missed by one and all.

Subhash Chandra Bose was also a human being and
so was prone to making mistakes. His first mistake was to re-
contest the presidential election in 1939. He won the election
but it was not required and he should have abide by the wishes
of Gandhi Ji and others, particularly of Sardar Patel. This mis-
step completely isolated him from the Congress. The second
mistake was that he did not set up a close working relationship
with Sardar Patel. This formidable combination would have
carried the movement in a more radical way. The real problem
was that Subhash was xenophobic and was always a leader in
hurry whereas Congress under Gandhi Ji believed in the dictum
“Slow and Steady wins the race.” His risky journey to Germany
instead of Japan was the third mistake. Two years in Germany
were simply wasted. But for these mistakes, his entire struggle
has been bold, engaging, heroic, exemplary, turbulent, holistic
and inspiring. Unfortunately, the entire effort was solo and solo
efforts have rarely succeeded in the past. But his popularity in
the hearts of people remained greater than even that of Gandhi
Jiand Nehru. The entire INA fought with undying spirit with two
aims in mind; victory or martyrdom as enunciated in 37"Sloka
of second chapter of great Bhagvat Gita which states, “If killed,
you will obtain heaven. If victorious, you will enjoy the throne.
Therefore stand up, Oh, Son of Kunti, resolve up for
war.”Observing the heroism of Subhash various authors have
called him Gorge Washington or De Valera of India, Indian
Samurai or a Springing Tiger. To me, he was a nationalist to the
core and a great defiant and daunting fighter. Such people are
borne once in centuries. The biographies of this great man
need to be read with same reverence and jest as we read Bhagvat
Gita, Quran and Bible.
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“I' WISH YOU ENOUGH”

Recently, | overheard a mother and daughter in their last moments
together at the airport as the daughters departure had been announced.
Standing near the security gate, they hugged and the mother said:

“I love you and | wish you enough.”

The daughter replied, “Mom, our life together has been more than
enough. Your love is all | ever needed. | wish you enough, too, Mom.” They
kissed and the daughter left.

The mother walked over to the window where | sat. Standing there, |
could see she wanted and needed to cry.

| tried not to intrude on her privacy but she welcomed me in by
asking, “Did you ever say good-bye to someone knowing it would be
forever?” “Yes, | have,” | replied. “Forgive me for asking but why is this a
forever good-bye?”

“l am old and she lives so far away. | have challenges ahead and the
reality is the next trip back will be for my funeral,” she said.

When you were saying good-bye, | heard you say,“l wish you enough.”
May | ask what that means?”

fSfree far o1 i, fam gIRT Tl o uguTer
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She began to smile. “That’s a wish that has been handed down from
other generations. My parents used to say it to everyone.” She paused a
moment and looked up as if trying to remember it in detail and she smiled
even more.

“When we said ‘| wish you enough’ we were wanting the other person
to have a life filled with just enough good things to sustain them”. Then
turning toward me, she shared the following, reciting it from memory,

“I wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright.
| wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun more.
| wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive.
| wish you enough pain so that the smallest joys in life appear much bigger.
| wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting.
| wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess.
| wish you enough hellos to get you through the final good-bye.”
She then began to cry and walked away.

They say it takes a minute to find a special person. An hour to appreciate
them. A day to love them. And an entire life to forget them,
Please Share this with your friends. It has the potential to inspire a lot of people,

RAHUL  BERWAL
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List of Donors for Construction of Building

Sh. Naresh Kumar Malik, Chairman, 250,000.00 Sh. J. S. Dhillon 1330, Sector 21, Pk. 1100.00
Mansha & Eden Group of Companies, Faridabad. Sh. B. . Gill 43, Sector 12-A, Pkl. 1100.00
Sh. Satbir Singh Punia, Director, DRP, Ltd. Rohtak. 51000.00 Sh. Suraj Bhan Rathi 1526, Sector 7, Kurukshetra. 1100.00
Sh. R. K. Malik, SR. Adv. 112, Sector 0-A, Chd. 51000.00 Dr. Gajinder Jakhar Pashudhan Bhawan, Sector 2, Pkl 1100.00
Sh. K. S. Tomar, IPS(Rtd.) 174, Sector 6, PkI. 31000.00 Dr. R. M. Mor 1233, Sector 11, PKI. 1100.00
Dr. M. . Malik, IPS(Rtd) 222, Sector 36-A, Chd. 21000.00 Sh. Ramesh Malik, Adv. 1340, Sector 11, PkI. 1100.00
Sh. Jagat Singh Hooda 38, Shivalik Vihar, Zirakpur (Pb.)  11000.00 Sh. Yogesh Lohchab G-62, GH-94, Sect. 20, PkI. 1100.00
Sh. Ketan Chaudhary 77, HBC, Sector [4, Pkl. 11000.00 Sh. Ramesh Siwach 1429, Sector 39, Chd. 1100.00
Sh. Jagbir Singh s/o Sh. Maha Singh 11000.00 Sh. Naveen Sheoran 108, Sector 20, Pkl. 1100.00
VPO: Nirjan, Distt. Jind (Haryana) Sh. Manjeet Malik s/o Sh. Satbir Singh 1100.00
Sh. Manoj Kumar s/o Sh. Ramesh Chand 11000.00 VPO: Shamlo-kalan, Distt. Jind. (HR.)
VPO: Rulha Kheri, Distt. Yamuna Nagar. Sh. Richh Pal Punia  VPO: Bichpari, Distt. Sonepat 1100.00
Dr. Rajeev Taliyan 507, B/2, BITS Campus, Pilani (R])  11000.00 Mrs. S. Deswal 623, Sector 7, PKI. 1100.00
Sh. Prem Malik, IFS (Rtd.)464, Sector 2, Pkl. 5100.00 Sh. V.B. Deswal 623, Sector 7, PK. 1100.00
Sh. Wazir Singh Sandhu 1459, Sector 23, Chd. 5100.00 Sh. Mahavir Singh 516, Sector 12-A, PKI. 1100.00
Col. Pirthi Singh (Rtd.)  L-173, AWHO, Sector 4, MDU, Pkl 5100.00 $h. Krishan Dhull 917, Sector 12-A, PK. 1100.00
Dr. Sarita Malik, HCS 222, Sector 36-A, Chd. 510000 Sh. Radha Krishan Arya  Amrawati Enclave, Pinjore. 1100.00
Ms. Sarika Malik [71, Sector 7, PkI. 5100.00 Sh. Anand Singh 1378, Sector 21, PKI. 1100.00
Dr. K. 5. Dangi, Director AH (Rtd.) 510000 h. Ram Phal Nain 671, Sector 21, PK. 1100.00
# 619, Secor 6, PK. Sh. Gurmesh Nain 721-B, Rattpur Colony, Pinjore. 1100.00
Sh. Sajjan Goyat Sports Officer, HVPN Ltd. (Rtd.) Pkl. ~ 5100.00 b, Birbal Nain VP0: Narwana, Dist, Jind 110000
Dr. ¢ P Malik . 492’ G- I.' Sector .20’ P 210000 Sh. Mahendar Kaliraman 245, B-2, Shiv Colony, Pinjore.  1100.00
o Ravinder Puria /0 Shsg;re;'f:t;rs';fh P':(‘:_'"a P00 g b, Dhanda, XEN,  UHBPN Lid. Pl 1100.00
Sh. Joginder Bachhal 690, B-2, Near MC. Offce, Pinjore  2100.00 Sh. Balbir Singh Malik  VPO: Gandhra, Distt. Rohtak 1100.00
Sh. Har Narian, DSP(Red.) VPO: Jassia, Distt. Rohtak. 2100.00 Sh. Rajendar Singh Kharb 3, Golden Enclave, Zirakpur (Pb.) 1100.00
Sh. Rajabir Singh HARCO Bank, Chd. 2100.00 Sh. Dayal Singh Sangwan 996-A, Sector 12-A, Pk. 1100.00
Sh. Ramesh Dahiya 1652, Sector 25, PKL. 2100.00 Sh. Nautam Singh Chhilar 1335, Sector |1, PkI. 1100.00
Sh. Manjeet Guia 304, GH-18, MDC, Sector 4, Pld. 200000 - hajbir Singh Hooda 1145, Sector 20, Chd. 1100004
Sh. M. P. Dodwal 652, Sector 10, PkI. 1100.00 AA xhrk lijA
Sh. Attar Singh Puwar 969, Sector 26, PKI. 1100.00 th gvk og VPNk gwi]
Sh. RR. Malik, Ex-Principal 1100.00 T gk jgk o] og VPN gk jgk g
# 163, Sector 4, Pk, th god] og Hi VPNK giodk
o regkjk D;k x;k €k rne jkn gk\
Dr. (Mrs) Rajwanti Mann 764-A, Sector 7, Chd. 1100.00 ne D;k yk;i F €k new [ik fnzk\
Sh. Mahabir Chhikara 745, GH-107, Sector 20, PK. 1100.00 reu D;k Eink fd;K tk u'V gk x;K\
Sh. Satya Pal Malik 59, Gobind Vihar, Baltana Pb. 110000 reu t fy:k son I fy:k
Sh. Jai Singh Dudi (-34, GH-92, Sector 20, PkI. 1100.00 th vktthrﬁfgkit] g’ﬂg?j;Jf(gnl’hk dk Fi
Sh. Naresh Dahiya 91, GH-03, MDC, Sector 4, Pk. 1100.00 dy fdlh vkj dk glexk
Sh. Manbir Singh Sangwan 874, Sector 25, PK. 1100.00 ifjoriu gh Lilkj dk fu;e gA
C 15 D
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