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Ch. Chhotu Ram in The Present Context

The Jats are going through unique dynamics due
to the paucity of effective leadership. What after all is a Jat?
He is the reminder of an old tradition, reminder of an old
culture. It sounds a warning, those who resist change will
become irrelevant in the 21st century. In the first half of the
20th century, Ch. Chhotu Ram shook the slow Jat race and
the Jats recovered their self-esteem and self confidence
under Ch. Chhotu Ram’s leadership. Gradually, the socio-
economic condictions of Jats began to improve and soon
they became a force to reckon with.

However, after untimely death of Ch. Chhotu Ram
in 1945, the Jat community again went into oblivion. Look
into the profile of the Jat community after Independence.
The social mobility stagnated, inequality skyrocked and
bhaichara vanished. The prospect of transforming the Jat
community into a vibrant race shattered and we are now an
isolated ‘Kaum’of 21st century.

Political scientist Francis Fukuyama has posited
that “Social principles of economic life” will determine the
‘coming struggle for world dominance”. Only those
societies with “high degree of social trust will be able to
compete in the new global economy”. Until recently, on the
strength of social trust, the Jats used to support and feed all
communities, best Kumhar, Lohar, Khati, Nai and all
Scheduled Castes. They also used to preside over the
Chattish biradari panchayats. However after
Mandalisation of Castes and deprivation of Jats their dues,
They are in a state of regression how.

Visionary Chhotu Ram gave 68 percent
reservation to all agricultural communities of Punjab and
radicalised the youth of the state. The Jats are in trauma
after snatching away their reservation benefits.
Reservation is now mirage to them. Once the great Jats,
are now the deprived lot. There is a direct correlation
between caste and socio-economic deprivation. The
intellectual legacy which the Jats possessed has now
ceased to exist.
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In resurgent Jat Valley Ch. Chhotu Ram institution
lised Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ spirit into our journeys of rapid
economic ascent. That was an environment of economic
transformation of the Jats’ Sadly enough, the faded spirit of
‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ has now culminated to the largest
number of Jat war widows and Jat farm widows whose
children have uncertain future. Why this obession with the
Jat community? The poor far out number the relatively
privileged Jats. The poor Jats residising in the villages
have not become the shareholders in economic
development-their aspirations are tangible.

The identity politics is the most dominant feature
of Jat Valley- The Jat heartland. During World War II- The
Jat Valley flourished under Ch. Chhotu Ram’s leadership.
The Mighity British was totally dependent upon Ch. Chhotu
Ram for the supply of man, material and food to fight the
war. During the war time Jat Valley had the same status and
fame which the Silicon Valley has today. Agriculture was
viable and job opportunities to the agricultural families
were in plenty and Ch. Chhotu Ram was the undisputed
leader of Jat Valley.

The leaderless Jat Community are now in
dilemma. The agriculture is economic burden for the
Kisans. The farmers’ suicides have become a recurring
phenomenon. The employment opportunities for the Jat
youths are minimal, hence uncertain future for the youths
will create infinite problems. The Jats should, therefore,
undergo through radicalism. Strictly speaking, the problem
of land ownership is the root-cause of the most of the
troubles of the Jats. The Jats who migrated to Yugoslavia,
Centuries back left agriculture and entered into education.
They are now the leaders of knowledge based economy.
The Jats of heart land have to follow their yugoslavia
brothers. There is no option left for them here. The history
of 21st century should be written with the knowledge power
ofthe Jats.
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