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21- point program for waging war against poverty and

boosting Indian economy

Finally after two years, Honourable Prime Minister
Sh Narinder Modi presided over the meeting of NITIAYOG on
28.07.2016 and asked the AYOG to prepare a 15 years Vision
document (2016-30) coterminous with sustainable
development. He did not set any development parameters or
indices e.g. develop 50000 MW hydro power energy by 2030.
He also stressed for bringing transformational changes
instead of incremental reforms. He also asked the AYOG to
prepare two sub-documents delineating action plan for 2016-
19 and 2017-24 periods. It is not clear how much time NITI
AYOG will take to prepare these documents. Dr Arvind
Panagariya-Vice-Chairman asked for increasing the staff of
AYOG to prepare the documents. My estimate is that NITI
AYOG will take at least one year to accomplish the job. The
vision document will encompass 3 Five Year Plans.

In order to prepare the precise road map for India’s
sustainable development, NITI AYOG should set the following
three goals in its vision/front.

(a) Eradicate total poverty by 2030 and level the
economic inequalities.

(b) To raise the human development index from 134 to
50™ rank in the international table.

(c) To beat China in the economic race by 2030.

Poverty in India exists in two categories. (i) 300 million
people (equal to the population of Europe excluding Russia)
living below the poverty line as defined by World Bank. (i) An
equal number living above the poverty line by few notches
called marginally poor. Lives of people in this category is also
very harsh.

According to Jefferey Sachs, six keys to achieve
aforesaid goals and bring prosperity are described below. GOI
did not use these keys professionally and that is why India still
carries the tag of being an underdeveloped country.

1. Massive infrastructure development in the right areas.

2. Drastic control over population explosion. We are
adding one Australia every year and successive
governments are very allergic to touch this issue.

3. Economic and administrative reforms as defined by
World Bank.

4, Massive campaign for total sanitation.

5. Direct foreign investments (FDI).

6. To stop competitive populism practiced both by

states and central government.

Government requires huge amount of money to
achieve above six objectives. Accordingly a sound financial
revenue model also needs to be designed or developed
simultaneously. Economic conditions in China till 1976 (when
Deng Xiaoping took over) were no better than India’s. Now
see the difference in the economies of the two countries. If
China can rise like a phoenix, why cant India do the same

- R.N. Malik

now over a period of next ten years. Late President Lee Kuan
Yiew also achieved something similar in case of Singapore.

The performance of NDA government during the last
2 years has been below the expectation of the aspirational
and transactional youths because enough employment
opportunities for them were not created. Accordingly popularity
graph of the government is constantly on the decline
notwithstanding the victory in recent Assam elections.

The Indian economy is not showing very good signs
in spite of three fold crash in crude oil prices. The crude oil
price has started rising gradually and it was $50 per barrel on
25.5.2016. It can upset the apple cart of Indian economy. 7.5%
growth is invisible, non-inclusive and uninspiring. Rupee is
unstable and wobbling. Exports are dwindling. Manufacturing
and service sectors are showing notional growth. Agricultural
growth is stagnant. There is no visible impact on poverty.
300million people are still wallowing in tear jerking
deprivation.17 paisa hypothesis of Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi is
still relevant in respect of MNREGA and distribution of food
grains under Food Security Act. GST Bill is still hanging in the
thin air. Indian Railways is still struggling below poverty line.
Smart city program is likely to fail because allotment of Rs.500
crore per city per year will hardly construct 2kms of metro
rail.Innovative programmes like Skill India or Digitalise India
have not picked up the required momentum so far. Ease of
doing business has improved only by 10 points and India now
occupies 126" place. POSCO (A Korean company, desirous
to invest Rs 60000 crores) is sitting idle in Odisha for the last
12 years without getting the promised land. Therefore the
foreign investor is still very shy to invest in India. The quality of
education in private Engineering and Medical Institutes has
touched a new low as these are being run like commercial
shops. The target of developing 1.75 lac MW of renewable
energy is still a far cry.

But one must admire the herculean effort of the
Honourable Prime Minister to market India in World capitals.
National Highway Authority (NHAI) and Coal India Limited (CIL)
are doing wonderful jobs. Ministry of Environment has also
been very quick in clearing the projects But three essential
Expressways namely Noida-Balia, Lucknow-Surat and Patna-
Paradip have not been taken up so far. Finance ministry also
was able to limit the Fiscal Deficit to 3.86% of GDP. Efforts to
give food subsidy in cash to the poor are admirable but
unfortunately State Govt’s. are not responding for capricious
reasons.

Taking a holistic view of the prevailing situation, |
suggest below a 21-point program which should be the
hallmark of the proposed roadmap.

1) Solar revolution in the country is waiting to happen.
We talk of solar energy development only for the generation of
power and forget two other equally important aspects i.e. Solar
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cooking and Water heating. One order of government for
compulsory solar cooking in the messes of Armed Forces,
Police Lines, Hostels, Hospitals, Hotels, etc., compulsory use
of Solar water heaters on the residential buildings, compulsory
provision of roof-top solar power panels in institutes and houses
with size 500 sq. yards or more is enough to revolutionize the
economy and provide vast employment opportunities to the
youth. Solar cooking can save huge amount of cooking
gas.Development of solar energy provides the lowest hanging
fruits

2) The issue of population control has remained
thoroughly untouched. We are still adding one Australia to the
national pool every year. Social and economic conditions
within the country will be totally paralysed if the problem of
population explosion is not tackled immediately. Therefore a
soft but aggressive program needs to be taken up to educate
and sensitize people for control of population particularly in
five Bimaru states. Presently,the greatest danger to India’s socil
and economic fabric is from the explosion of Population Time
Bomb that will explode around 2025 to cause demographic
disaster. Only the implementation of one child policy can save
the situation

3) There is no synergy in the development activities
undertaken by government of India and the states. There are
serious fault lines between the Centre and the states where
the governments belong to different political parties. Therefore
the PM has to make earnest efforts to captain the team of
State Chief Ministers and involve them in development projects.
The wonderful “Swach Bharat Abhiyan” failed and became a
big joke because Government did not sensitise the Chief
Ministers to implement this program seriously. India is not
United States of India and Chief Ministers cannot be allowed
to treat the states as their personal fiefs. Till now the honourable
PM has not convened even a single meeting of Chief Ministers
to suggest them the development goals for their respective
states. There is no way of berating the laggard states in the
matter of development.

4) (a) The progress in the field of water resources and
hydro power development is only notional. The issue of
suicides of farmers particularly in Maharashtra and other water
starved states is directly related to this issue. China completed
the massive 3-Gorges Dam Project in 6 years. Its power
generation capacity of 18200 MW is 2.5 times the capacity
developed by NHPC in 35 years River Brahmaputra alone can
yield 1.0 lac MW of hydropower. The prosperity of hill states
depends largely on hydropower capacity. Flood waters of River
Yamuna and Ganges still flow to the sea unutilised for want of
storage dams in the basin. Untapped hydro-power potential in
various hill states amounts to 50000 MW which can be easily
exploited over a period of 8 years.

(b) There should be a massive campaign for water
harvesting projects in different states particularly in central
India where farmers suicides are maximum.

5) Country size states of UP and Maharashtra cannot
be run efficiently by one Chief Minister and these need to be
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split into smaller states. The right size of a State should be
equal to the area of 15 constituencies of MPs. Poverty of U.P
will never go till the State is split into three. Setting up 30 new
townships (along with industrial states) to act as sub-capitals
in various states will provide lot of employment opportunities
and improve governance in the states.

6) Earnest efforts be made to develop horticulture and
dairy developmentin seven N-E states. These lush green states
have very large potential to bring fruit and milk revolution in
India. Presently cattle wealth in these seven states is very
scarce.

7) The banking system is under great stress with Rs
3.35 lac crore NPAs .Many states like West Bengal, Punjab,
and Haryana are under severe debt traps. The debt on the
head of West Bengal Govt. is Rs 3.05 lac crore. Debt obligations
are seventy seven percent of the revenue generated. H.P Govt
takes loan from one bank to pay off the debt of the other. Who
will pay these mounting debts? The situation has become
explosive as three nationalised banks have become red and
bad loans of Rs.1.14 lac crore have been written off. Therefore
Goi needs to sit with states to work out a policy to reverse these
trends. Ten PSU banks have shown a net loss of Rs. 20 000
crore in the January- March quarter of 2016. The banking
system may face a paralytic situation at any time. The writing
on the wall cannot be ignored any further.

8) Indian Railway is crying to become a major engine
of growth in Indian economy. About 375 projects are
languishing for want of money. Some projects are languishing
for the last 15 years.60% railway tracks are still underutilized.
The answer to all these problems lies in allowing the states to
run railway service within their respective territories on a
gradual basis. IR should run only the inter-state trains. This
one step decentralization will revolutionize the Indian
Railways.Private sector needs to be roped in to run trains on
grossly under-utilised tracks like Sirsa to Gurgaon.

9)a)  Thereis not a single institution/ university or scientific
research which can pass muster with renowned universities
of the world. One at Bangalore leaves much to be desired.
Other institutions under CSIR (e.g. Botanical Garden Research
Institute at Thiruvananthapuram) are struggling because of
red-tapism. Over-crowding in AlIMS Delhi has to be seen to
be believed. Tata Institute of Fundamental Research is the
only exception in this regard. Rajiv Gandhi Education City
near Sonipat was a good idea to set up such institutes but it
could not take any shape. Therefore a series of world renowned
scientific institutes need to be set up in India on an urgent call.
10)a) Medical Health care has become a big issue for
every citizen. Government hospitals do not provide quality
treatment. Private hospitals mercilessly fleece the patients.
India has already become the diabetic capital of the world.
ICMR says that 14.5 lakh new cases of cancer are sprouting
every year. Mushroom growth of private institutions (both
Engineering and Medical) are bringing out sub-standard
products. The common refrain in villages is “Save us from the
loot of private doctors and private schools and ensure regular
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supply of canal water. Rest we will do”. World Bank rightly says
that India suffers from two kinds of poverty i.e. financial poverty
and poor delivery of service form the infrastructure already
created.
b) Quality standards of Engineering and Medical
education in many universities and colleges is deteriorating
beyond imagination. A policy to allow the entry of capable
students only in such institutes will stem the rot.
1) Make special efforts to ensure rapid exploration of
hydrocarbons within the country. There has not been any
significant discovery of oil or gas during the last 15 years in
spite of auctioning the exploratory blocks. ONGC Videsh too
has not made any significant contribution. Cairn India has
shown vast potential of oil in Rajasthan and presence of ONGC
is still not there.
12) Swach Bharat Abhiyan is a wonderful program. But it
is being implemented by the states with a very casual
approach. It should have included two more sub/ programs of
providing 100% sewerage system and solid waste
management for all the towns by 2019. Every drop of treated
waste waters should be recycled for agricultural use.
13) Very little effort is being made to exploit the potential
of tourism in hill states. These states could have been
developed into new Switzerlands of India by improving their
roads and developing more hot spots of tourist attractions.
Reduction of road distances between important cities by
constructing tunnels will attract more tourists.
14) FCl and state agencies need to revamp its system of
collection and distribution of food grains. There are ways by
which loss of food grains during storage and distribution can
be minimised significantly.
15) There is significant pilferage / leakage of funds in
MNREGA and Food Security Program. Every penny needs to
be saved from these programs to be used for big ticket
infrastructure projects.
16) The debt on the heads of power utilities in most of
the states is rising day by day because states are least bothered
to reduce the power theft and do not compel people to pay the
electricity bills because of vote bank politics. Likewise many
PSU’s are also in the red. Air India is under a debt of Rs. 35 000
crore and it is still mounting. Therefore the government has to
take an urgent call to bring financial discipline and reverse
this trend.
17) Make in India program will succeed only if following
two significant steps are taken
a) Improve the parameter “Ease of doing business in
India” from 126" to 50" position by announcing a slew of policy
directives.
b) Set up Modern Industrial Parks/SEZ's of international
standards along coastal areas.

If these two steps are taken in right earnest, foreign
investors will come running to India.
18) A new Ministry should be set up to ensure recycling
of all types of waste products being generated in the country.
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This Ministry will work on the principle of converting waste
into a basket of wealth.

19) India should invest in African countries in a big way
like China. This investment will give immense benefits in
improving the lot of people of Africa, employment opportunities
to Indian youth and import of vast mineral resources in a
bonafide manner.

20)a) Time has come when there should be a network of
Expressways (besides the dedicated railway freight corridors)
for quick transport of freight by trucks from interior to the ports.
Noida- Balia Expressway conceived by Maywati Government
was a wonderful idea and should not have been abandoned
by the successive government. Some of the Expressways could
be Amritsar-Ahmedabad, Delhi-Patna-Paradip, Allahabad-
Vizag and Allahabad-Surat efc.

b) All the district towns and mega cities of India are
riddled with two very serious and common problems.
(i) Traffic congestion

(if) Haphazard growth

In fact most cities in India are in the process of urban
decay because of these two fundamental issues. Problem of
traffic congestion can be solved by building a series of elevated
tracks and metro lines. Building circular road/bypass and
shifting some of the offices from the interior along the circular
road will facilitate decongestion of the city it will be better if a
national policy is brought into play to decongest all the cities of
India. For example, Mumbai will be decongested only if all
the Govt. offices are separated out and rebuilt into a new
township. Problem of haphazard growth can be tackled by a
strong will power of the state Govt. Therefore adequate funds
have to be provided to the States under the JNNRUM and
AMRUT programs.

21)a) To take up special program for minor irrigation works
and mechanisation of agriculture/farming in drought prone
areas (Vardha and Yavatmal districts of Maharashtra).

b) To take special development work programs in
Naxalite infested areas. Infrastructure development is the best
antidote to the growth of Naxalism.

c) To take special economic activities in highly
underdeveloped districts like Kalahandi and Saputara districts
in Odisha and Guijarat states respectively.

d) To launch a strong campaign for controlling
adulteration of food stuffs, milk products and medicines.
Adulteration of food-stuffs has became a very serious health
hazard requiring urgent attention and follow up action.

A wave of infrastructure development has not been
developed so far and people at large feel that the country is not
moving ahead with desired speed. Accordingly the press is
rightly calling 2016 as the Make or Break year for the
government. Prime Minister of a country is the second God
for his people because their destinies are gripped in his hands.

The country will not progress much till the
government implements this basic 21 point program
aggressively. Now NITI Ayog should be asked to formulate a
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20 or 30-point national program for economic development
on the above lines. Still 36 months are left for the Government
to work professionally to make a turnaround in the fortunes of
the country. The aspirational and transactional youth will not
wait for the promised Achhe Din indefinitely. It is generally said
that India will progress by leaps and bounds only if politicians
start thinking of the nation as much as they think about their
own future and future of their parties.

There are four PSU's which have been able to weave
great success stories around them. These are ISRO, DMRC,
NHAI and CIL. The good governance requires that government
should direct all other departments and PSU’s to emulate the
work culture of the four PSU’s.

B -0«

Time has come when NITI AYOG has to examine
seriously how China became the second largest economy in
the world after 1980 and how India can replicate this example
democratically over a period of next ten years. The dream of
zero poverty by 2025 or 2030 will be realised only when a fine
tuned N-point program like the one outlined above is prepared
and implemented on a war footing- the way China fought
against poverty under Deng Xiao Ping in 1980 or Singapore
under Lee Kuan Yiew. Only then the curse and blot of poverty
will be removed from the face of India. It will be a holy war
against poverty and any general /leader who wins this war will
be the rightful clamant to Nobel Prize and a unique place in
the history of India.

& SM4 h'some 29/6'l" B.Tech, MBA.Wkg offr psu oil co.
etc. |4 LPA. Father GM PSU Avoid: Dahiya, Kadian, Cont.:
7544004285

€ SM4 Smart Jat boy 26/5'l I" Grad. Vot. Job CAG. only
son 10 LPA seeks b'ful girl. Avoid: Rana, Balhara, Hooda,
Cont.: 9811452626

4 SM4 h'some boy 28/5'10", B.Tech | IT Delhi MBA 1IM, Sr.
Mngr. MNC 35 Lpa,, Fathr CL- | Ofcr own banglow.
Cont.: 8871282115

& SM4 h'some Jat boy Oct. 87/5'8". Asst. Mngr. Govt. Bank
in Del. Fthr in IAF seeks b'ful qifd girl from Hr/Del/Chndg,
Cont.: 8588933547

& SM4 B.Tech, MBATall h'some Jat 28/6"2" boy wkg. MNC,
father Retd. ACP. well Edu. & Settld. S.Delhi bsd fmly
seeks b'ful, tall, edu. & wkg. girl from good fmly background.
Avoid: Dhankhar, Sangwan, Cont.: 9810221484

& SM4 Jat boy 24, 5'l 1" doing Ph.D., W.UP family. Prefer
Net QIfd. Hindi, English, History girl from educated and
respectful family. Avoid: Malik, Chauhan, Cont.:
9813405615

¢ SM4 Qualified B.Tech Electrical (Delhi) wrkg.as Manager
in Central PSU, Banglore DOB 3.9.82, 5'| " father/brother
wrkg.in PSU. Avoid: Chahal, Dahiva, Cont.: 9873417121

€ Jat Boy 30/5'10" M.Tech (IIT Kanpur).Working in Central
Government (Ministry of P&NG), Annuval income 10
lacks, Contact : 9039131507

€ Jat Boy 28/5'9" B.Tech, MBA, wkg in Gurgaon, 9 LPA
Contact : 8430790697

& SM4Jat Girl 23/5'3" M.B.A. Employed in MNC at Mumbai
with Rs. 4.50 Lakh package PA. Father & Mother in
Government job. Avoid Gotras: Mor, Nain, Gill. Cont.:
09872330397, 09915711451

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 18.10.84) 31.10/5'3" M.Com. Passed
Computer Course. Avoid Gotras: Kadian, Malik, Khatri.
Cont.: 09468089442

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOBI8.8.88) 28/5'3.6" M.Sc (Math), B.Ed.
Working in a reputed private School. Avoid Gotras:
Bankura, Mann, Narwal. Cont.: : 0935483988|

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 28.11.93) 22.10/5'1" B.A. from PU.
Chandigarh. Doing practice for Stenographer. Avoid

Gotras: Beniwal, Segwal, Kadian, Kuhad, Kaliraman. Cont.:
08591887304

¢ SM4 for Jat Girl (DOB 26.11.89) 26.9/5°3” B.Tech. M.Tech.
Working as PO. in .D.B.I. Bank. Mother Class | officer &
father Retd. as class one officer. Avoid Gotras: Pannu,
Gill, Dhull. Contract: 09416865888

€ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 04.08.90) 25.8/5'4.5" M.Sc. from PU.
Chandigarh. Employed as Software Developer (Alchemist
IT Company Chandigarh) Avoid Gotras: Dalal, Dagar,
Sinhmar. Cont.: 09463330394

¢ SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 29.02.92) 24.2/5'4" M.Sc. Physics
from PU. Chandigarh. Avoid Gotras: Dalal, Dagar, Sinhmar.
Cont.: 09463330394, 09646712812

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 04.11.90) 25.9/52" B.A. B.Ed.
Employed as Officer in Haryana government. Avoid
Gotras: Hooda, Kundu, Bhanwala. Cont.: : 09729235545

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOBI13.09.87) 28.10/5'5" M.Tech. Employed
as Lecturer in a reputed College at Sampla, Distt. Rohtak
(Haryana) Avoid Gotras: Pawaria, Nandal, Ahlawat. Cont.:
09996060345

€& SM4 Jat Girl 27.5/5'7" B.A. (Hons.) MA English, M.Phill.
B.Ed. NET qualified Employed as ].B.T.Teacher in U.T.
Chandigarh. Avoid Gotras: Malhan, Kadian, Chahar.
Cont.: 09467394303

¢ SMA4 Jat Girl (DOB 05.09.91) 24.10/5'6" M.Tech (CSE)
Employed in a University. Avoid Gotras: Malik, Hooda,
Rana. Cont.: 07696844991, 07814609118

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 20.09.91) 25/5'6" M.Tech (ESE). Avoid
Gotras: Panwar, Deswal, Ahlawat. Cont.: 08053825053

& SM4 Jat Girl (DOB 07.02.90) 25/5'10" B.Tech. (ESE)
M.Tech (ESE) from M.D.U. Rohtak. GATE qualified. Avoid
Gotras: Kadian, Rathee, Sangwan. Cont.: 0844779637 |

¢ SM4 wodow issue less Jat Girl (DOB 02.10.80) 35.5/5'3"
MSc., M.Phill, B.Ed. Employed as Junior Lecturer in Haryana
Government. Avoid Gotras: Nandal, Sehrawat, Dalal. Cont.:
08570032764

€& SM4 Jat Boy (DOB 21.04.90) 25.6/5'9" B.Tech. Working
as Assistant in Haryana Civil Secretariat in Excise &
Taxation Deptt. Only son, Father and mother Gazetted
Officers in Haryana government. Avoid Gotras:
Mor,Siwach, Singroha.. Cont.: 09988701460

& SM4 Jat Boy 27/5'8" B.A,, L.L.B. Practicising in Distric
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Ch. Lajja Ram Malik -A Proud Jat

Education is fundamental to human and social
development. Due to lack of education the rural Haryana had
failed to produce a Jat leader of stature though their kin in
Punjab and Western U. P. had fared slightly better. Haryana
Jars had been delegated to the back yard and were butt of
crude jokes due to their simple rustic ways. Such was the
scenario at the turn of the nineteenth century. There was abject
poverty among the peasantry because of dependence was on
rain fed subsistence farming. The dependence on the
moneylender was often unavoidable at the cost of bartering
away the land and personal dignity.

In the relatively prosperous khadar of river Yamuna
there lived in village Ugarkheri near Panipat, a simple farmer
named Budh Ram Malik. In the year 1880 on Diwali day, a son
was born to his wife Raj Rani, a pious lady ofmuch charm and
beauty. The old saying- "Maa Pai Poot Pita Pai Ghoda, ziada
nahin tau thora thora" proved right and fearing the evil eye of
the beholders, they named the child'Laj ja Ram',

that is, legacy of Lord Ram. Time proved that the
child was gifted with good brawn and brain.

In the absence of a high school in the entire district,
Laj ja Ram joined a Mission School in Delhi. There are two
other bright Jat boys, Chhotu Ram and Lal Chand, who joined
him later. The trio was in the forefront both in studies and
games. On passing the high school, they joined St. Stephens
Mission College, as it was called then. Chhotu Ram, one day,
unable to bear the expenses, quietly left the college. Lajja
Ram rushed to his village and brought him back on the
assurance that together they will manage the expenses. Thus,
early in his life Lajja Ram rendered an outstanding service to
the community, and to the country as Chhotu Ram in the later
years, rendered very significant services to the rural farming
communities in the then Punjab State as a minister by binding
them in secular bonds and by saving their lands from the money
lenders.

Chhotu Ram and Lal Chand pursued their studies in
Law. They realized that the political leadership was in the
hands ofthose who were endowed with knowledge of Law.
However, Lajja Ram was anxious to get on with his mission to
wipe out the stigma attached to his tribe due to their inter and
intra family feuds, indebtedness due to unnecessary expenses
on marriage and funerals, ignorance about progressive ways
in farming, keeping aloof from the progressive elements in the
society and shunning education. In Government Service, as
revenue collector, registrar and magistrate, he was poised to
help his rural brethren by cajoling them and where necessary
pushing them to regain their place of prestige by adopting
progressive ways.

- Brig. K. Narendra Siva
Being the only graduate Tehsildar with a refined taste
in dress and a strong commitment for rural uplift, superiors
like FL Brayne, ICS, up his name for up- gradation prestigious
PCS cadre, but Ch. Lajja Ram spurned this offer with the desire
to live in close touch with the rural communities On graduation,
Dharm Singh, his only progeny, a joined as Tehsildar and the
DEO father and son plunged theni selves in their mission.
Here ends the account of a proud Jat who gave his
life liar for the emancipation of the Jat conununity From his
vast library, the only book that has survived the onslaught of
time is a 1896 edition of' Selections from'Steele's contribution
to the TATLER'. He was a humble serevent of the community,
who advocated 'Khak Sho Pesh Azan Keh Khak Shawi'-
meaning-'Be humble like dust in your lifetime before you
become dust after death'.
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